
 

 

 

Newsletter August 2017 

Contents 

Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses 2017: Overview 

Adaptation Network fundraising: Multilateral Funding 
By Alexa Brown 

Consolidating progress in Monitoring Adaptation actions and Climate Change Adaptation policies 

and measures 

By Penny Price 

WWF releases new reports 

By Alexis Scholtz 

Western Cape Climate Change Response Forum: An initiative under Provincial Strategic Goal 4 

(PSG4). Theme (August 2017): The current drought and avoiding ‘day zero’- disaster risk and water 

security 

By Penny Price and Zoë Visser 

Green Youth Indaba 

By Felix Donkor 

Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses 2017 

During the remainder of 2017 the Adaptation Network will be offering a training course,  The Practical 

Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups in Cape Town in October.  

Courses are free for Adaptation Network members.  Registration fees are payable by non-members 

only. Travel and accommodation is at the cost of each participant. We can provide a limited number of 

bursaries.   Please enquire with Candice Arendse: candice@emg.org.za 

An overview of the course is provided below:  

For more information, please contact Noel Oettle or Candice Arendse.  If you or your organisation is 

interested in signing up as a member: check our website or email Candice Arendse for more 

information. 

Practical Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups 

 3 & 4 October 2017:  Cape Town (2 Days) 

This 2-day training course will provide practitioners from government, research institutions and NGOs 

with a sound grounding in climate science, the developmental context of climate change adaptation and 

participatory adaptation approaches. Practical methodologies and tools will be provided, illuminated by 

examples from adaptation practice. The learning methodology is experiential and interactive and is 

aimed at enabling participants to design and facilitate adaptation processes for vulnerable communities. 

 Facilitators: Noel Oettlé and Shannon Parring 

 Registration fee for non-members: R 200 

 Registration closing date for Durban: 10 July 2017,  

 Registration closing date for Cape Town: 20 September 2017 

mailto:candice@emg.org.za
mailto:dryland@global.org.za
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/about/membership/
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
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To register please contact Candice Arendse: candice@emg.org.za 

The governments of the world meet at COP 13 in China 

By Noel Oettle 

Image: screenshot from www.unccd.org.za 

This year delegates of the governments of the world will meet in China for the thirteenth Conference of the Parties 

(or COP 13) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, or UNCCD. The UNCCD was drafted 

following the Rio Earth Summit in 1992, in recognition of the importance to humanity of conserving the soil, which 

the basis of most human life. 

Since the Convention came into effect in 1995, our understanding of global environmental threats has evolved, as 

has our understanding oftheinter-connectedness of all forms of life on earth. We now understand more profoundly 

how vital it is that all actions to address the problems of the environment and development should take this into 

consideration: a solution to one problem should not create others. We have also become more aware of the 

potential for carbon-conserving agriculture to not only help farmers to adapt to a changing climate, whether this 

may mean a wetter or a dryer climate, but also to capture carbon from the atmosphere.  

The UNCCD is a valuable tool for advancing the sustainable development agenda of our country and its peoples, and 

forthisreason our government has drawn up a National Action Plan to implement it across the country and at all 

scales. The UNCCD recognises the importance of the engagement of affected communities in actions to conserve 

the land-based resources, fostering ownership by them of the associated ideas, actions and outcomes. These 

concepts have been built into national programmes such as LandCare, and have borne fruit over the past two 

decades.  

   Image: Noel Oettle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During a Farmers Day held on Avontuur in Nieuwoudtville, Northern Cape, local small scale farmers were 

able to learn about sustainable land management techniques. 

mailto:candice@emg.org.za
http://www.unccd.org.za/
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The UNCCD promotes integrating strategies for poverty eradication into efforts to combat desertification and 

mitigate the effects of drought, consistent with South African national policy. Across South Africa a number of NGOs 

work in partnership with government to address the underlying causes of desertification including giving due 

attention to the socio-economic factors that contribute to desertification processes and poverty. This is aligned with 

Article 4,2 of the UNCCD, which calls on Parties to ‘adopt an integrated approach addressing the physical, biological 

and socio economic aspects of the processes of desertification and drought’. 

So what is on the agenda for the COP? Delegates will review and probably adopt a new strategic framework of the 

Convention for 2018– 2030, based on the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the 

Future Strategic Framework of the Convention (IWG-FSF), which has been working for the past two years to assess 

the current 10-year strategic plan (2008–2018) and recommend a strategy to be followed beyond that time. The 

IWG-FSF will table the following strategic objectives for the implementation of the Convention.  

Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 

degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality; 

Strategic objective 2:To mitigate and manage the effects of drought, enhance the resilience of ecosystems 

and the preparedness of affected populations, and improve response and recovery capabilities; 

Strategic objective 3: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the 

UNCCD and 

Strategic objective 4: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial resources to 

support the implementation of the Convention by building effective partnerships at global and national 

level. 

Although it may seem that these are uncontroversial, there will be some hot debate at Ordos about Civil society 

urges the Parties to reach agreement on Strategic objective 2, because not all Parties can agree on how best to 

‘mitigate and manage the effects of drought’. As is so often the case, this also has to do with the question of who 

will pay for these actions, and the developed nations tend to resist being asked to take responsibility, especially 

where the link to the global climate has been made explicit, and those suffering the most are in the countries that 

have caused the least global warming. 

Drought is an age-old scourge for land-based communities in Africa, and in recent years the southern African region 

has experienced severe droughts, including the persistent drought in the winter rainfall region of South Africa. In 

the light of the anticipated future impacts of increasing climate variability and climate change, calls have 

increasingly been made for definitive actions under the UNCCD. In 2015, a decision of COP 12 called upon the 

secretariat of the Convention to “continue improving partnerships fostering capacity development for national 

drought preparedness planning, drought early warning, risk and vulnerability assessments, and enhanced drought 

risk mitigation.” At the same meeting, a Round Table session was held in the course of theHigh Level segment of the 

meeting that placed emphasis on early warning systems and preparedness, and significantly also called for 

“strengthening the link between land and water management measures to manage drought more sustainably”.   

Global climate models generally concur that droughts may be anticipated to become more intense and frequent in 

southern Africa, increasing societal vulnerability. This points to the need for effective drought planning and 

mitigation strategies towards integrated responses that enable preparedness for future drought events.  

It is well-known that land-based human activities such as injudicious ploughing and irrigation and deforestation can 

directly exacerbate drought impacts. Policy must enable responses on the part of government, the private sector 

and civil society that promote more sustainable livelihood strategies and actively discourage unsustainable land-use 

activities. Typically governments respond to the symptoms of drought-related stress, and do not adequately 

address the underlying causal factors. Vast amounts of money are expended by governments and donors in 

response to drought crises, whereas the primary investments should be made in developmental activities that 

educate and enable land-using communities to avoid short-term exploitation of natural resources and to invest in 

strategies and activities that will result in long-term benefit. 
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We currently witness mass migrations that are a manifestation of, amongst other causes, drought and resource 

degradation, resulting in conflict over the diminished and increasingly fragile natural resource based. In this context, 

which is particularly pertinent on Africa, integrated adaptation to the changing climate and drought risk 

management approaches that foster long-term development are not just the intelligent response, they are 

essential. 

The experiences of civil society organisations engaged at community-level in mitigating the effects of drought point 

to the importance of building the resilience of communities and conserving the ecosystems upon which they 

depend for vital services such as water, productive soil and biomass.  

Mainstreaming gender is on the agenda for the COP, and a dialogue will be held with civil society on the topic of 

gender and land rights. Without adequate rights to access and use land, rural women will remain on the margins of 

the agricultural economy and will not have adequate incentive to invest in SLM practices. Endorsing the calls for 

land rights for women should be a priority for the South African delegation.  

The COP agenda (15/a/i) includes ‘Integration of Sustainable Development Goal 15 and related target 15.3 which 

states: “to combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, 

drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world”, into the implementation of the United 

Nations Convention to Combat Desertification’.  

Image: Screenshot of  LDN flyer from www3.unccd.int 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Integrated landscape approach is essential in achieving the SDG target 15.3 on LDN 

There is a call for “transformative action” in designing and implementing “bold transformative LDN projects that 

deliver multiple benefits”. However, the meaning of this word must be unpacked and properly understood in the 

context of transformation of society, as opposed to transformation of the rural landscape if it is going to bring 

sustainable benefits to the majority of people. 

Transformation of society means realising South Africa’s democratic aspirations and transforming the ways in which 

members of land-using communities relate to themselves, one another and the land as informed, educated and 

motivated stewards who recognise the value of sustainable land use practices in creating a better life for our 

people. 

On the other hand, transformation of the rural landscape might be interpreted to mean that the land is managed in 

ways that are technically sustainable, but not necessarily sustainable in the socio-economic sense. We urge our 
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negotiators not to adopt any decisions that are open to misinterpretation in this regard. Land grabbing in Africa and 

other parts of the world has led to drastic transformations of landscapes, and generation of huge wealth for a tiny 

minority, at the cost of the original land users. 

COP 13 will witness the launch of the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund, generated in response to the call for 

massive investment in sustainable land use and restoration. Civil society organisations that have been following its 

development agree that this Fund has been structured in ways that are seriously flawed, and may indeed 

undermine the intention of the UNCCD to foster sustainable land use in ways that are equitable. Although it has 

been developed with high ambition under the banner and leadership of the UNCCD, the Convention and the Parties 

will not have any say in its governance, or the investment decisions that it makes. 

In response to criticism from civil society, and with input from NGOs, comprehensive Environmental and Social 

Standards have been drawn up for the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund. It will be crucial to ensure that these 

optimally applied to maximise the good and minimise the possible harm that might result from the proposed 

investments. If not, the Fund might undermine the very intentions of the UNCCD to ensure that the lives and 

livelihoods of the people of the drylands are secured. 

The COP will consider a draft advocacy policy framework on gender, promoting the mainstreaming of gender in 

actions to promote sustainable land management. A gender plan of action in the implementation of the future 

strategic framework is also developed in this regard. In the course of the COP a dialogue will be held between the 

delegates and civil society representatives on the topic of gender, and we plan to impress upon delegates the 

importance of women in sustaining our land-based resources.  The Adaptation Network Secretariat will be in Ordos, 

and will work with our government delegation to bring the perspectives of civil society and the research community 

into focus in the debates and decision-making.  

Adaptation Network fundraising: Multilateral Funding 

By Alexa Brown 

The multilateral funding landscape  

The multilateral funding landscape is a plethora of organisations, banks, foundations and agencies that provide 

development funding. The funding landscape can seem overwhelming when trying to develop a fundraising 

strategy. By mapping the flow of finance from multilateral agencies downwards, it is then easy to trace the flow of 

money to the most appropriate agencies, partners and projects that are accessible to nationally and regionally 

operated organisations.  

Multilateral funding comes from pledges made by countries governments. The funds are channeled from developed 

countries to developing countries, an important aspect of addressing climate change as outlined by the COP21 Paris 

Agreement in 2015. A key aspect of the Paris Agreement is “Finance, technology and capacity-building support” 

                Image: Screenshot  from http://www.climatefundsupdate.org/about-climate-fund/global-finance-architecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The architecture of the multilateral finance arena 

http://www.climatefundsupdate.org/about-climate-fund/global-finance-architecture
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(Article 9,10 and 11) that will enable all countries to transition to a climate resilient and low carbon economy.  

 

The architecture of the multilateral finance arena 

The architecture of the multilateral funding shows that country governments (navy blue blocks) pledge financial 

contributions to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). These funds are then 

distributed to the various multilateral financial mechanisms which include UNFCCC climate funds, United Nations 

agencies and Multilateral Development Banks. These multilateral funders have the ability to disburse funds to 

accredited agencies and other funds given the beneficiary is eligible and ready to receive such funding. 

The main UNFCCC climate financial mechanisms are:  

Fund name Est. Fund balance (according to 

the World Bank
1
) 

Support objectives 

Global Environment Facility 1992 

 

GEF 6 (2014 – 2018) US$ 

4.43bn  

A financial mechanism for UNFCCC 

Special Climate Change Fund 2001 US$ 130.69mn Supports adaptation and 

technology transfer in all 

developing country parties to the 

UNFCCC 

Least Developed Countries Fund 2001 US$ 653.41mn Supports 51 Least Developed 

Countries that are least able to 

adapt to climate change. 

Adaptation Fund 2010 US$ 355.85mn Finances adaptation projects in 

vulnerable countries. 

Green Climate Fund 2014 US$ 2, 847.25mn Financial mechanism to serve the 

UNFCCC. Funds mitigation and 

adaptation programs.  

The Paris Agreement has assigned the Green Climate Fund (GCF) as the official financial mechanism for the UNFCCC. 

The GCF aims to increase funding flows to developing countries as well as support the readiness of the beneficiary 

countries in order for the funds to be accessed and projects implemented as soon as possible. Already, the GCF has 

disseminated readiness support and program funding to these African countries in 2017: 

June 

Vanuatu - US$296,000 (readiness support) 

Namibia - US$10m (Climate adaptation in livestock farming arena) 

July 

Mongolia - US$20m (SME enterprise investment for renewable energy) 

Ecuador - US$7.9m (REDD+) 

Liberia - US$2.2m (climate adaptation) 

Non-UNFCCC financial mechanisms 

                                                                 
1
 http://fiftrustee.worldbank.org/Pages/adapt.aspx 
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Non-UNFCCC financial mechanisms are replenished by the UNFCCC Adaptation Fund and Global Environmental 

Facility (the GCF is an isolated mechanism). Climate related non-UNFCCC mechanisms include United Nations 

agencies and Multilateral Development Banks. The Multilateral Development Banks include the World Bank, the 

African Development Bank and other major banks. The African Development Bank then administers funding 

through the African Climate Change Fund (to which Adaptation Network has submitted a funding proposal). 

Through the World Bank a number of climate funds are available such as the Climate Investment Funds.  

How to navigate the multilateral finance arena 

The complex network of multilateral finance agencies makes fundraising for an adaptation organisation in South 

Africa quite overwhelming. It is important to know that climate finance comes from country governments and is 

distributed through UNFCCC multilateral agencies, United Nations agencies and Multilateral Development Banks. 

Adaptation Network has built a database of these different agencies for easy tracking of funding flows and any 

announcements. Tracking when multilateral financers release funding, and in which region and for which programs, 

assists in tracking where funding is flowing and allows you to prepare for potential climate finance that may 

become available.  

Climate finances are distributed through specific funds at different scales (such as the international African Climate 

Change Fund or the national South African Green Fund) or the funds are distributed by an accredited agency 

through a specific program/ project. These accredited agencies can be international banks, a national government 

arm or a regional government institute. The following accredited agencies (or Climate Fund Coordinating 

Committees) for the GCF are situated in Africa and may provide a funding opportunity for organisations working in 

Africa and South Africa. The type of climate action funded also gives an indication of the type of funding that will be 

available (mitigation, adaptation or both). 

Accredited Entities in Africa: 

International: 3 

Accredited entity Country Project type  

Africa Finance Corporation (AFC)  Nigeria 

 African Development Bank (AfDB)  Cote D'Ivoire 

 United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  Kenya Adaptation (Gambia) 

National: 8  

Accredited entity Country # projects Project type 

Agency for Agricultural Development of 

Morocco (ADA)  Morocco 1 Mitigation & adaptation 

CDG Capital S.A. (CDG Capital)  Morocco 0 

 Centre de Suivi Ecologique (CSE)  Senegal 1 Adaptation 

Environmental Investment Fund (EIF)  Namibia 2 Adaptation 

Ministry of Finance and Economic Cooperation of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of 

Ethiopia (MOFEC)  Ethiopia 0 

 

http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/africa-finance-corporation?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/african-development-bank?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/united-nations-environment-programme?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/agency-for-agricultural-development-of-morocco?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/agency-for-agricultural-development-of-morocco?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/cdg-capital-s-a-?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/centre-de-suivi-ecologique?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/environmental-investment-fund?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/ministry-of-finance-and-economic-cooperation-of-the-federal-democratic-republic-of-ethiopia?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/ministry-of-finance-and-economic-cooperation-of-the-federal-democratic-republic-of-ethiopia?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/ministry-of-finance-and-economic-cooperation-of-the-federal-democratic-republic-of-ethiopia?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
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Ministry of Natural Resources of 

Rwanda (MINIRENA)  Rwanda 0 

 National Environment Management Authority of 

Kenya (NEMA)  Kenya 0 

 South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI)  South Africa 0 

 Regional: 2 

Accredited entity Country # projects Project type 

Banque Ouest Africaine de Développement (BOAD)  Togo 0 

 Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA)  South Africa 1 Mitigation 

Please note that these are specific to the GCF and it is worth tracking implementing entities for other funds like GEF. 

In conclusion, knowing the multilateral funding landscape helps to map where ‘big money’ is coming and going. This 

allows a fundraiser to keep tabs on which channels of funding to target, that are aligned with their organisations 

strategic focus and themes. Adaptation Network has created a database of this landscape which allows for easy 

searching, updating and tracking of different funds. Should you be a member of the Network, you can request to 

see the format of the database and create your own tailored one (please email Alexa at alexabrown@live.co.za). 

Multilateral funding guides our knowledge as to what funding will become available through development agencies 

of various scales. This is by no means the only source of funding and in future newsletter articles other funding 

avenues will be explored such as private funding approaches. 

Useful links to explore multilateral climate financing: 

http://www.climatefundsupdate.org/about-climate-fund/global-finance-architecture 

http://www.greenclimate.fund/what-we-do/portfolio-dashboard 

http://fiftrustee.worldbank.org/Pages/Home.aspx 

http://unfccc.int/focus/climate_finance/items/7001.php 

Consolidatingprogress in Monitoring Adaptation actions and Climate Change 
Adaptation policies and measures 

By Penny Price 

The two day meeting was convened by the Chief Directorate:  Climate Change Monitoring and 

Evaluation on 02-03 August 2017 in Johannesburg. The purpose of the meeting was to present and 

discuss the recent progress in the climate change adaptation monitoring and evaluation (M&E) space, 

with a particular focus on the sector Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) plans.  Due to the nature of the 

material presented, this report covers Day 1 (02 August) only.  Day 2 (03 August) will be reported on in 

the next issue of the Adaptation Network Newsletter. The author would like to thank the Adaptation 

Network for providing travel support to attend this meeting. 

Attendees of the meeting included representatives from national sector departments and state owned 

entities (Health, Human Settlements, National Disaster Management Centre, Water & Sanitation, 

http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/ministry-of-natural-resources?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/ministry-of-natural-resources?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/national-environment-management-authority-of-kenya?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/national-environment-management-authority-of-kenya?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/south-african-national-biodiversity-institute?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/banque-ouest-africaine-de-developpement?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
http://www.greenclimate.fund/-/development-bank-of-southern-africa?inheritRedirect=true&redirect=%2Fhow-we-work%2Ftools%2Fentity-directory
mailto:alexabrown@live.co.za
http://www.climatefundsupdate.org/about-climate-fund/global-finance-architecture
http://www.greenclimate.fund/what-we-do/portfolio-dashboard
http://fiftrustee.worldbank.org/Pages/Home.aspx
http://unfccc.int/focus/climate_finance/items/7001.php
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SAEON, SAWS, CSIR), Provincial and municipal representation (Gauteng, Tshwane, Mpumalanga, 

Ekurhuleni, Northern Cape), Academic Institutions and NGO’s.  

The presentations given during the meeting will form part of the third Climate Change Annual Report 

(CCAR). The annual report showcases the progress on monitoring climate change responses in South 

Africa and the primary output of the Climate Change Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) framework. 

Tsepang Makholela, acting Chief Director of Climate Change Monitoring and Evaluation, Department of 

Environmental Affairs (DEA) set the scene with a presentation on the recognised international reporting 

obligations applicable to South Africa, followed by the recognised international networks that South 

Africa or South African entities are part of, and ending with citing some country-specific examples. 

These include, the Paris agreement, Sustainable Development Goals, C40 Cities and ICLEI Local 

Government Sustainability. Vhalinavho Khavhagali, Director: Climate Change Adaptation, DEA provided 

the background and framework to the national climate change adaptation work and described 

documents that include the National Climate Change Response, the development of the National 

Adaptation Strategy and the Long Term Adaptation Scenarios. 

Francois Engelbrecht, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR):  Natural Resources and the 

Environment provided an overview of climate change from a physical science basis and included climate 

change impacts scenarios in South Africa. Mr Englebrecht indicated that there is an intense amplifying 

warming signal over southern Africa, which means that the region (and Africa in general) is warming 

faster than the global average, e.g. Gauteng has experienced a temperature increase of 2°C in last 

century. He reflected on the summer of 2015/16 which experienced a ‘super El Nino’, which was the 

warmest El Nino recorded. This resulted in the driest summer in over 100 years in both the Free State 

and North West provinces.   

Francsois also introduced the variability in the El Nino cycle, i.e. not always the same effect. Referring to 

the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Representative Concentration Pathways (RCP), he said 

that it is no longer possible to achieve RCP 2.6 unless under Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) scenarios.  

The atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) is already too high for this.  However it is still 

possible to achieve RCP 4.5.  This will no longer be possible by the end of the century, when we will be 

restricted to RCP 8.5.  This will result in an approximately 6°C higher temperature on average for Africa.  

SA drier – high pressure moving in over our country, driving temp increases, suppressing cloud cover; 

frontal systems are moving progressively poleward; and East Africa is becoming wetter.  For our region, 

we can restrict warming to about 2-3°C if we go for RCP 4.5. On a modest to high mitigation pathway, 

things can be different.  It is very important that we follow this high mitigation pathway. 

On M&E, Francois noted that South Africa does not have good data on the human impact of heat waves 

and that there is a need to start focussing on this and get monitoring going in the health sector. He 

highlighted that South Africa is experiencing many high fire danger days but whether we monitoring fire 

frequencies sufficiently and if these are being reported on is very vague. This is important as the 

Forestry sector and Agricultural sector are very vulnerable, as well as ecosystems. There is a clear link 

between increasing demand for energy regarding human comfort under climate change scenarios, and 

this behaviour driving continued emissions. There is a need to distinguish the meaning of drought 

between the summer and winter rainfall regions. Water yield remains a high priority and there needs to 

be more monitoring on stream flow.There is a need for further work on determining our adaptation 

costs. 

Ms Mohanuoa Mabidilala, Chief Director:  National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC) provided an 

overview of the NDMC, what is being monitored and reported on. She gave an outline of what the 

NDMC does / and its mandate, emphasising that the relevance here is the coordination role that is 
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required for Disaster Management.  This is facilitated by the NDMC being located in Department of 

Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA). 

Regarding M&E, the national and international reporting requirements include: Section 21 of the 

Disaster Management Act requires the establishment of mechanisms for monitoring, measuring and 

evaluation of disaster management plans, prevention efforts, mitigation, response and recovery by 

organs of state and other key role players involved in disaster management. In terms of the United 

Nations International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) all member states must monitor and 

report progress on the implementation of the Sendai Framework 2015-2030.  The expected outcome of 

the framework is “Substantial reduction of disaster losses in lives and in the social, economic and 

environmental assets of communities and countries”. 

 It is important to note here is that there should be coherence in monitoring and reporting to the Sendai 

Framework, the Sustainable Development Goals as well as the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

Hence the inter-governmental work that is currently being carried out between COGTA, Statistics South 

Africa (STATSSA) and DEA. M&E system ensures that the NDMC and other relevant stakeholders move 

from “opinion-based policy” towards “evidence-based policy” or “evidence-influenced policy”. 

Monitoring and reporting on Disaster Management is currently being done by, all Provincial Disaster 

Management Centres (PDMC) and all District and Metropolitan municipalities.  

The next steps are national sector departments (current financial year). Capacity building initiatives are 

ongoing to strengthen M&E within the disaster management environment. The NDMC has partnered 

with the National School of Government (NSG) to train the PDMC and NDMC functionaries on M&E. 

Monitoring currently being undertaken includes: 

 Monitoring the implementation of the Disaster Management Framework; 

 Monitoring the extent to which disasters are being responded to; 

 The disaster emergency funding in terms of Division of Revenue Act (DORA) requirements; 

 The Post Disaster Recovery and Rehabilitation funding; 

 Tracking the cost of economic, environmental and human loss amongst others – database on 
declared disasters for all provinces; 

The lessons learnt include: 

• The development and institutionalisation of the Disaster Management Framework relies on the 
establishment of the M&E units across the spheres oflgovernment. 

• The effectiveness and efficiency of the Disaster Management M&E system needs adequate 
resources in terms of human capital and sufficient funding.  

• Limited use of information for planning, decisions making and policy development/change. 

Dorah Marema from Gender CC – Women for Climate Justice Southern Africa introduced the NGO as 

part of the international network of women and gender activists and experts from all world regions 

working for gender and climate justice. Dorah gave an overview of the work of Gender CC and indicated 

some of the project indicators that are used. These include,  

 Number of beneficiaries adopting and integrating climate change adaptation strategies in food 
production, year by year. 

 Percentage increase in crop yields during the project. 

 Income generated from sale of produce OR amount of money saved, etc. 

 Number of women and men in communities, trained in the use and management of natural 
resources. 

Additional M&E includes: 

 Focus group discussions with beneficiaries and other stakeholders. 

 Field visits to evaluate the project implementation sites.  

 Interviews with direct and indirect project beneficiaries to document their experiences into 
case studies that are shared with various stakeholders and policy makers. 
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Dorah concluded with the lessons learnt by GenderCC . She noted that life in a community is on going 

and projects need to factor this in. There is a lot of indigenous knowledge amongst community 

members and many are already adapting to the impacts of climate change. The government policies and 

programmes often do not trickle down to the grassroots and local governments/municipalities which 

can be made worse by the lack of information about disaster relief funding and climate change 

adaptation funding. 

WWF releases new reports 

By Alexis Scholtz 

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) has recently published three new reports. These reports collectively 
provides overviews of the state of food loss and waste in South Africa,  Renewable Energy in South 
Africa and the Food-energy-water nexus as a lens for delivering the UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals in South Africa. Below are short summaries of two of the published reports. 

Food Loss and Waste: Facts and Futures 

An absurd amount of the food produced in the world today – as much as a third – goes to waste.  South 
Africa is right on trend with equally high levels of food waste with 10 million tonnes of food going to 
waste every year. This accounts for a third of the 31 million tonnes that are produced annually in South 
Africa. Together, fruits, vegetables and cereals account for 70% of the wastage and loss. This wastage 
and loss primarily occur early in the food supply chain.  

As the South African diet continues to shift towards one that is higher in processed foods and lower in 
fruit and vegetables, malnutrition will increase as well. Reducing food waste in South Africa can improve 
the health and well-being of the majority of South Africans. Estimates suggest that a third of all food in 
South Africa is never consumed and simply ends up in landfill, adding further pressure to an already 
over-extended waste-disposal system. This evidence of excessive waste is in stark contrast to the 
evidence that millions of South Africans in both urban and rural areas are going hungry. 

Water and energy costs, together with the cost of disposing of the waste means that food wastage 
comes at a very high price to the South African economy and environment. The lack of data on the 
causes, volumes and hotspots in the food value chain remains a challenge that requires collective action 
and reporting transparency. 

Nevertheless, many of the actions required to reduce food waste are already well formulated; the 
challenge is transferring this knowledge to where it is needed, within government, the business sector 
and households. As a Champion of Sustainable Development Goal 12.3, the South African government, 
represented by the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, has made a global commitment 
to halve food waste by 2030 and is now obligated to create the political and social environment 
conducive to adopting the available ideas. 

It is widely agreed that effectively reducing food waste and loss could be one of the most fundamental 
strategies to improve food security and achieve a sustainable food future. 
The Food Loss and Waste: Facts and Futures Report sketches the state of food loss and waste, with a 

specific lens into excessive food loss and wastage in South Africa. 

Download the report here. 

  

http://www.wwf.org.za/media_room/publications/?21641/Food-Loss-and-Waste-Facts-and-Futures-Report
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Timeline of Electricity policies, legislation and key events that have shaped and enabled the 

roll-out of renewable energy 

Renewable Energy Facts and Futures capture state of renewable energy in South Africa 

South Africa’s the Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer programme was conceived out of 

the need to reduce South Africa’s carbon emissions in line with its commitments to the international 

climate agreement. The programme has been incredibly successful with myriad developmental benefits, 

and renewable energy has moved into place as the cheapest, cleanest source of energy. Yet, despite 

this, the future of renewable energy in South Africa hangs in the balance with Eskom refusing to sign the 

full allotment of contracts.  

The latest energy report from WWF aims to unpack why and to provide solutions in a simple and 

accessible way through renewable energy technology and policy, case studies, and think pieces by 

people on top of their game in the industry. 

It’s a great report to get up to speed if you are a policy maker, advisor, business decision maker, student 

or if you’re just interested in broadening your knowledge. It’s also a great tool to use if you need to 

communicate renewable energy issues with your networks. 

Some key facts which you will get from the report: 

 In 2016, newly installed renewable power capacity set new records with 161 GW added, increasing 
the global total by almost 9% relative to 2015. 

 By the end of 2015, renewable capacity in place was enough to supply an estimated 23.7% of global 
electricity, with hydropower providing about 16.6%. 

 Solar PV was the star performer in 2016, accounting for around 47% of the total additions – the 
equivalent of more than 31 000 panels installed hourly – followed by wind power at 34% and 
hydropower at 15.5%. 

 Wind power was the most cost-effective option for new grid-based power in 2015 in South Africa. 



 

 
 

August 2017, Page 13 

 

 The Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement Programme (REI4P) has 
attracted R195 billion in large investments to South Africa, 25% of which came from foreign 
investors and R31.6 billion from South Africa’s development finance institutions and state-owned 
enterprises. 

 For the fifth consecutive year, investment in new renewable power capacity (including all 
hydropower) was roughly double the investment in fossil-fuel generating capacity, reaching $249.8 
billion. 

 Renewable energy contributed a total net benefit of R4 billion (or R2 per kWh of renewable energy) 
to the South African economy in 2014 and 2015 through avoided costs. 

 It is reported that in a three-year period the REI4P created 26 790 jobs for South Africans, mostly 
during the construction and operations phases of the plants (IPP Office, 2016). 

Download the report here. 

The food-energy-water nexus as a lens for delivering the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

in South Africa is a briefing paper aims to develop a better understanding of the complex relationships 

between different SDGs and to identify approaches that allow for greater integration and a holistic 

approach towards development and sustainability in a region where common development challenges 

result in shared risks and common future prospects. Download the report here 

Western Cape Climate Change Response Forum: An initiative under Provincial 
Strategic Goal 4 (PSG4) 

Theme (August 2017): The current drought in Cape Town and avoiding ‘day 
zero’ - disaster risk and water security 

By Penny Price and Zoë Visser 

The quarterly meeting of the PSG4 Western Cape Climate Change Response Forum was held on the 10th 

August 2017 in Cape Town. The meeting focussed on Disaster Risk and Water Security in the face of the 

draught in the Western Cape and covered areas of climate change, vulnerability, resilience and 

response.  

The meeting was co-chaired by Karen Shippey, Chief Director:  Environmental Sustainability, and 

Goosain Isaacs, Director: Climate Change, both of the Department of Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning (D:EA&DP).Attendance was impressive, representing a wide range of Western 

Cape Government (WCG) officials, local and district officials, national Department of Environmental 

Affairs (DEA) officials, academics, NGO’s, private sector, and special interest groups. Three very 

informative and eye opening presentations were given as follows:  

1. Wilna Kloppers (Provincial Drought Task Team, Pollution and Chemical Management, D:EA&DP) –  

2. Karen Shippey (title and affiliation stated above) – Reducing Vulnerability, Developing Resilience:  

Water Security Drought and Climate Change in the Western Cape 

3. Helen Davies (Chief Director: Green Economy, Department of Economic Development and Tourism 

(DEDAT)) – Government and Business Collectively Responding to the Western Cape’s Water 

Resilience Challenges 

Wilna Kloppers gave a presentation focussing on Drought and Water Security. Ms Kloppers opened her 

presentation illustrating the severity of the current water scarcity situation in Cape Town, as well as one 

depicting the difference in rainfall in the province from 1904 to 2015. The impact of this below normal 

rainfall (province-wide) is illustrated below showing the water levels of the critical dams in the Western 

Cape.  

  

http://www.wwf.org.za/media_room/publications/?21841/Renewable-Energy-Facts-and-Futures
http://www.wwf.org.za/media_room/publications/?21301/food-energy-water-nexus-as-lens-for-delivering-UN-SDG-in-SA
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Image: Presentation slide by Wilna Kloppers 

Dam levels in the greater Cape Town area 

Switching from the problem statement to the solution / intervention space, Ms Kloppers introduced the 

Provincial Drought Task Team, which is coordinated by the Western Cape Disaster Management Centre 

(WCDMC).  Representation on the Task Team includes National Department of Water and Sanitation 

(DWS) and South African Weather Services (SAWS); Provincial departments of Agriculture, Local 

Government, D:EA&DP and WCDMC; Municipal level District Disaster Management Centres and the City 

of Cape Town. Its mandate include Seasonal weather outlook monitoring; Monitor the implementation 

of water restrictions and tariffs; Determine drought status in the Province; Determination of high risk 

areas, e.g.  Have put together a drought risk map; and Coordinate interventions (disaster declarations, 

communication, funding allocations) 

Kloppers presented the immediate, short- medium, and medium to long term drought interventions 

Immediate Short-Medium Term Medium - Long Term 

Municipal water restrictions Improve WCG buildings’ water 

efficiency 

Revise Water Service Plans 

and Drought Management 

Plans 

Provincial Drought Task Team Geo-hydrologists in each District 

Municipality to protect and 

manage groundwater resources 

Ensure necessary risk 

reduction measures are in 

place t manage future 

droughts effectively 

Water Indaba – engage 

stakeholders 

Investigating the possible use of 

alternative water resources (i.e. 

reclamation of water) 

Include risk reduction 

measures in all future 

Integrated Development 

Plans 

Legal declaration of disaster Reduction of water losses (i.e. 

system leaks) 

Incorporate Climate Change 

Response context into 

Strategic Planning of all WCG 

Departments 

Drought Risk Register Standardisation of water 

restrictions levels and tariffs, as 

well as enforcement measures 

Implement SmartAgri Climate 

Change Response Plan for 

the Western Cape 

Agricultural Sector 

Reprioritising of Provincial 

funding to respond to risk 

Bylaw regarding water use and  
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register needs water restrictions 

Communications Campaign 

(H2O Heroes and CCT Think 

Water) 

Disaster preparedness and 

response plans by all 

stakeholders 

Local Government Water 

Security Declaration 

Drought economic risks and 

opportunities review 

CCT-WCG New Technology 

Committee 

 

Engage with private sector to 

determine needs and 

potential collaboration 

‘Fast track’ authorisation for 

municipal water interventions 

(NEMA Section 30A) 

Immediate Short-Medium Term Medium - Long Term 

Municipal water restrictions Improve WCG buildings’ water 

efficiency 

Revise Water Service Plans 

and Drought Management 

Plans 

Provincial Drought Task Team Geo-hydrologists in each District 

Municipality to protect and 

manage groundwater resources 

Ensure necessary risk 

reduction measures are in 

place t manage future 

droughts effectively 

Water Indaba – engage 

stakeholders 

Investigating the possible use of 

alternative water resources (i.e. 

reclamation of water) 

Include risk reduction 

measures in all future 

Integrated Development 

Plans 

Legal declaration of disaster Reduction of water losses (i.e. 

system leaks) 

Incorporate Climate Change 

Response context into 

Strategic Planning of all WCG 

Departments 

Drought Risk Register Standardisation of water 

restrictions levels and tariffs, as 

well as enforcement measures 

Implement SmartAgri Climate 

Change Response Plan for 

the Western Cape 

Agricultural Sector 

Moving onto the future situation, Ms Kloppers pointed out that in the short term we need 3 to 4 years 

of above average rainfall to return to a ‘normal’ situation.  For the longer term outlook, she cited 

climate change impacts ranging from a shift in weather patterns and more severe weather events; 

Increases in temperatures in many regions and resulting changes in precipitation and estimation that by 

2050, rainfall in the Western Cape is likely to have decreased by 30%. She also cited the impact of 

human activities on water quality as being increasingly important. The WCG has a number of planning 

tools to address these short and longer term challenges.  These include; Water Supply Planning; Water 

as a Provincial Risk, Sustainable Water Management Plan (2012) currently under review, Water Sensitive 

Design and the Sustainable Water Management Plan (2012) which is currently under review. In addition, 

insights and outcomes emerging from the Water Indaba held in May 2017 included the following:  

 This is the new normal;  

 High uncertainty in all aspects;  
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 Plan better – learn from drought; 

 Collaboration and stewardships crucial;  

 Protect ecological integrity in water source areas and catchments;  

 Invest in alien clearing and rehabilitation of riparian areas;  

 Too dependent on rainfall and surface water sources; 

 Invest in innovation and new technologies – lots of existing research and success stories; and  

 Local government declaration signed by all Western Cape municipalities. 

Ms Kloppers concluded a very informative presentation with the following regarding the Way Forward: 

1. Protect and invest in ecological infrastructure; 

2. Promote efficiency of water use in all sectors;  

3. Improve water source mix; 

4. Planning for water security;  

5. Embrace innovation;  

6. Promote closer transversal cooperation; and  

7. Communication is key. 

Karen Shippey gave a presentation that focused on reducing vulnerability, developing resilience, water 

security, drought and climate change in the Western Cape .Ms Shippey provided a brief overview that 

served to back up the urgency contained in Ms Kloppers’ messaging regarding the Western Cape’s 

Water Resilience challenges. She made a strong call to all present to heed the urgency of the situation 

and to do everything they can to avoid or at least delay ‘Day Zero’. 

Presenting on the “Government and Business collectively responding to the western cape’s water 

resilience challenges”, Helen  Davies started by framing the problem by looking at the projected change 

in water requirements within the Berg Water Management Area (WMA) for agricultural and non-

agricultural uses into 2025 (green in slide below) and 2040 (red in slide below) respectively. Discussing 

the key messages to businesses, she reiterated the need for a ‘whole society approach’ to addressing 

the water challenge.  She further stated that the ‘new normal’ demands that businesses adapt. The 

Province is focussed on the metro and water augmentation at present, but are also seeing some severe 

problems in other municipalities, e.g. on Friday 21st July 2017, Knysna Municipality only had 20 days of 

water left.  

Image: Screenshot of presentation slide by Helen Davies 

 

Projected change in water requirements within the Berg Water Management Area (WMA) for agricultural 

and non-agricultural uses 
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Ms Davies moved onto the economic impacts of the water crisis,  starting with two main risk factors, 

namely ‘uncertain / low water supply / variable water quality’ and ‘high cost of water’, maps the 

impacts.  These include, unaffordable goods and services; profit losses; decreased competitiveness and 

job losses and Loss of confidence in investing in the Western Cape. Ms Davies discussed the drivers and 

barriers to improved water management amongst the private sector.  The Drivers include, Water 

restrictions; risk of water supply interruption; risk of product supply variability; global parent body 

trends (e.g. Water Star Rating); resource extraction from treated water for other uses. The Barriers 

include Lack of awareness re urgency of crisis and business benefits; regulatory hurdles; capital 

requirements; insufficient support for accessing information and advice on best practice; technical 

capacity; lack of suitably trained plumber and backlogs and shortages of equipment. 

In response to these, she introduced a two-fold approach that the Green Economy is championing, as 

illustrated below. This was further augmented by describing the priority areas, as depicted below. 

She concluded with a range of business resources and support offered by the WCG, CCT, GreenCape and 

the Water Research Commission.  These can be obtained by emailing Helen Davies 

helen.davies@westerncape.gov.za. 

The Green Youth Indaba 2017: Gives Youth a Green Voice  

By Felix Donkor  

Young people form a large portion of the global population and have unique concerns and 
responsibilities towards to the environment. Moreover several environmental risks and hazards 
disproportionately impact young people, who have to endure longer with the worsening environment 
bequeathed to them by earlier generations. Young people are hence motivated to employ novel forms 
of action and activism that will result in effective responses to ecological challenges. 

The Green Youth Network in collaboration with the Department of Environmental Affairs, The Fibre 
Processing and Manufacturing SETA (FP&M SETA) and Energy and Water Sector Education and Training 
Authority (EWSETA) hosted the 4th Annual Green Youth Indaba (28th - 29th June 2017) at Sci-Bono, 
Johannesburg, under the theme: "Green Innovations and Sustainable skills development for inclusive 
Growth". According to the organisers the key rationale behind this year's Green Youth Indaba was to is 
to “..go beyond exploring opportunities for youth within the green economy but to effectively explore 
and unpack necessary strategies that can create easy access to support and fund green innovations and 
green careers, to empower youth with the information and skills transfer needed to eradicate youth 
unemployment and poverty by tapping into the Green Economy Jobs and business opportunities”.  

The 2-day event which took place in the Youth month (June) hosted more than 300 exceptional young 
people transforming the environmental landscape  in South Africa and those aspiring to venture into the 
Environmental industry. These included Ms Karabo “Dynamite” Liza (Youth Motivational Speaker), Mr 
Thulani Tshefuta (South African Youth Council) and a special Green Youth Innovators Panel Discussion. 
The event also brought together relevant government officials, private sector and green entrepreneurs 
as Government and business sought to enhance young people’s employment in green economy 
activities. Key note speakers included Honourable Naledi Pando (Minister Science and Technology), Errol 
Gradwell (FP &M SETA), Pamela Tshwete (WATER AND SANITATION), Thembisile Majola (DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY) amongst others. 

Dr More Chikane (CEO, science bono discovery centre), said the Science Bono Centre since is inception 
in 2004 has hosted over 350 exhibitions from archaeology to zoology. He added that learners from 
disadvantaged areas are benefiting from the centre’s programme which gives them extra tuition in the 
sciences as most lack the necessary facilities at their home schools. Furthermore the SciBono centre is 
rolling out an intervention whereby support will be provided for teachers in deprived communities in 
the sciences to enhance their teaching. This is intended to take science to the townships and excite 
young people about science and technology. 

  

mailto:helen.davies@westerncape.gov.za
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/ch05.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/ch05.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unyin/documents/ch05.pdf
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Image: Felix Donkor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants and exhibitors engaging 

In her address the minister Naledi Pando expressed optimism in the ability of the youth to address the 
challenges of society taking advantage of science and technology. She added that future of the African 
continent depends on youth being proactive and co-creators of opportunities instead of “taking” up 
opportunities. Moreover having innovative and entrepreneurial youth is needed for South Africa’s 
inclusive growth strategy as the green economy provides an opportunity for the job creation. 

At the Green Youth Innovators Panel Discussion, Ms Ella Bella founder of Generation Earth and the 
other youth entrepreneurs discussed the most pressing environmental issues, opportunities and skills 
needed for youth within government, private sector and cities in South Africa.  

Image: Felix Donkor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Youth Innovation Panel discussion 
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According to organisers, a key outcome of the event was the “…agreement that at least 80% of new 
employees in the manufacturing and installation of solar-water heating systems and in public and 
community works programmes directed at environmental challenges, will be young people”. The event 
also provided a unique platform for budding and established 'Eco-preneurs' to gain exposure and 
market their novel ideas to potential investors.  
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