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Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses 2017: Overview 

During the remainder of 2017 the Adaptation Network will be offering two further training courses in 

venues across South Africa.  The Practical Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups will be held in Durban in 

July and in Cape Town in October.  

Courses are free for Adaptation Network members.  Registration fees are payable by non-members 

only. Travel and accommodation is at the cost of each participant. We can provide a limited number of 

bursaries.   Please enquire with Candice Arendse: candice@emg.org.za 

An overview of each course is provided below.  

For more information, please contact Noel Oettle or Candice Arendse.  If you or your organisation is 

interested in signing up as a member: check our website or email Candice Arendse for more 

information. 

Practical Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups 

 25 & 26 July 2017: Durban (2 days) 

 3 & 4 October 2017:  Cape Town (2 Days) 

This 2-day training course will provide practitioners from government, research institutions and NGOs 

with a sound grounding in climate science, the developmental context of climate change adaptation and 

participatory adaptation approaches. Practical methodologies and tools will be provided, illuminated by 

examples from adaptation practice. The learning methodology is experiential and interactive and is 

aimed at enabling participants to design and facilitate adaptation processes for vulnerable communities. 

 Facilitators: Noel Oettlé and Shannon Parring 

 Registration fee for non-members: R 200 

 Registration closing date for Durban: 10 July 2017,  

mailto:candice@emg.org.za
mailto:dryland@global.org.za
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/about/membership/
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
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 Registration closing date for Cape Town: 20 September 2017 

To register please contact Candice Arendse: candice@emg.org.za 

Reflections from the Netherlands: Adaptation for Extreme Events workshop  
By Saskia Homoet 

A staff exchange from Stenden University in the Netherlands to South Africa gave me the opportunity to 

attend the workshop titled “Adaptation for Extreme Events”. The workshop was held on 29 May 2017 at 

the Postgraduate village of Rhodes University in Grahamstown and facilitated by Bettina Koelle (Red 

Cross Climate Centre) and Noel Oettle (Environmental Monitoring Group)  

I had no idea what to expect from the workshop. In the Netherlands there are no events that can be 

characterized as extreme, apart from a rise in water levels or small earthquakes in the north due to the 

extraction of gas. These earthquakes causes’ cracks in houses and churches and is sometimes the cause 

of houses collapsing. However, when I reflect on these events I realize that when rebuilding the houses 

the contractors adapt the new design to mitigate the risk of future small earthquakes. Through this 

article I would like to report on how the workshop transformed me from a relative layman into half an 

expert. 

The workshop consisted of about 25 to 30 participants and started with passing a fluffy ball to your 

neighbour for introductions and individually interpreting an extreme event. What struck me was the 

diversity of the group which included participants from NGOs, National and local government, local 

organisations, teachers, researchers, students, and a mix of age, race, gender with a variety of 

experience.  

 

 

This playful introduction set the scene for the rest of the day, which was going to be active, full of games 

and also time for reflection. The playfulness did not mean that it was unorganized, on the contrary; it 

was very well structured and the objectives of the workshop were clearly communicated as well as the 

team contract which set out ways of communication within the group. The sharing of knowledge or 

experiences was stimulated which created a comfortable learning environment in which everyone’s 

ideas were respected and listened to.  

The workshop content promised to be active and used a combination of games and theory as learning 

tools. Noel Oettle gave theoretical input into Complex Social-Ecological Systems, which was relevant in 

explaining why adaptation projects or proposals did not always work. (In fact, reflecting on a session 

during the Think Tank conference the next day, when Bettina Koelle asked those present at the 

conference if the adaptation projects they had worked on were a success, only one or two people raised 

their hands).  

To visualize the complexity of such a system, the participants played the Collaboration game outside in 

the garden. The game involved everyone holding a piece of rope attached to a circle shaped cloth. In the 

             Image: Alexa Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants that attended the workshop 
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middle of the circle a few balls of different sizes and weights were placed. As a team we had to make 

sure that the balls could roll round on the circle without falling off. This could be done by gently pulling 

the rope in up or down motions and in close cooperation with each other. This proved to be a difficult 

job; it showed that you need to cooperate closely and that clear communication is crucial. This still does 

not guarantee success due to various other factors that influence somebody’s behaviour or the system. 

Using this homemade circle was a very creative way to discover how systems may work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
An afternoon group activity illustrated what happens when your disaster preparedness is poor or non-
existent through the Paying for predictions game. This was an interesting game for which we were 
divided into groups that were seated around a table. In front of each participant there were some beans 
and a dice. The beans represented money that you needed to invest to be prepared for the disaster. The 
dice represented the disaster risk. If you cast was higher than 11, there was a hazard, which only turned 
into a humanitarian disaster if you had not invested any money. There was a few times where people in 
the group were hit by a humanitarian disaster due to poor preparedness measures.  
As a personal reflection, it was obvious that I had to prepare for any future events by investing money 
since this was the consensus in the system in the Netherlands, especially since the flooding of 1953 that 
killed more than 300 people. It was interesting to see the differences in attitude with people who did 
not want to lose money on the short term and after the game realized that they should have made long-
term decisions.  

The afternoon session included the Adaptation Clinic, a ‘Doctor-Patient’ game meant to propose 

solutions to an actual disaster in South Africa. A few participants, the patients, presented a problem and 

in a small group, the doctors would listen and give advice. In our group we discussed concerns regarding 

the drought in Cape Town, which had been declared a disaster area and water restriction levels 4 had 

come into effect. Proposals from the “doctors” included, desalinization technology, transporting water 

from other areas, rainwater harvesting.  

This was a very informational session since it gave a good overview on what challenges the Western 

Cape is facing. The problem was unfortunately too complex to come up with a clear-cut solution. In 

contrast to this problem, the Netherlands prioritizes preparedness for a rising sea level and an increase 

in water.  

  

Image: Felix Donkor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Participants attempting to cooperatively move all the balls around the circular cloth during the 
Collaboration Game 
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The final activity of the day involved groups formulating a proposal for an adaptation project in the 

Eastern Cape within a period of three years, a budget of two million rand while identifying areas of 

collaborations. Our group proposed a vegetable garden project and it was quite difficult to reach an 

agreement within a certain time limit. This assignment showed how difficult it is to communicate 

clearly, understand each other’s views and to identify who to involve. Each proposal was presented in 

front of the other groups and scored on the project quality and feasibility by the audience. The scoring 

was visualized by stepping closer or further away from the presenters. 

Through the workshop, I have learnt much more about mechanisms that play a role when setting up 

adaptation projects. Moreover, it gave me an insight into the problems that the Eastern Cape is facing, 

especially the challenge of involving local communities. It became clear from the workshop that often 

projects are developed without asking the local people what they need and want. Not enough time is 

usually invested in relationship building and strengthening. 

Street art meets Climate Change 

A competition launched by the General Representation of the Government of Flanders 

By Candice Arendse 

The article is based on the Street Art meets climate change press release of May 2017 

                                                  Image:  Screenshot from youtube 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Theewaterskloof Dam in the Western Cape on 11 April 2017. During the 
Adaptation Clinic, participants discussed current problems related to 

Extreme Events such as the drought in Cape Town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The competition challenges entriants to think globally in the context of climate change 
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 “Think global, act local”-Street Art Meets Climate Change competition, is an initiative of the General 
Representation of the Government of Flanders and aims to focus on youth involvement in climate 
change in South Africa.  

Speakers at the launch of the competition included Flemish Minister for Culture, Media, Youth and 
Brussels Affairs, Mr. Sven Gatz and Mr. Tlou Ramaru, Chief Director: Climate Change Adaptation from 
the South African Department of Environmental Affairs. The speakers expressed their enthusiasm for 
the initiative and also the earnestness of the impacts of climate change on the communities of South 
Africa.  

The theme of the competition, Street Art Meets Climate Change, recognizes that involving youth in 
climate change communication is important in achieving a climate resilient country. It also recognizes 
that combining youth and such a complex concept as climate change can be challenging and innovative 
ways are needed to address climate change in ways that that resonate with the youth, such as street 
art, which can lead to innovative solutions. 

Image: Screenshot from youtube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to enter 

Street art entries range from pictures to dance and should display the impact of climate change in South 
Africa or its possible solutions. The competition is open to youth residing in South Africa between the 
ages of 15 to 35. You must register first on our website www.flanders.org.za/Street-Art-Competition and 
enter your submission. 

Submissions must also be posted on our Facebook Page: @SAMCCSA and tagged on Instagram: 
@SAMCCSA 

For more information about the competition, please visit http://www.flanders.org.za/Street-Art-
Competition 

Developing Capacity for Implementation for Ecosystem-Based Adaptation in 
South Africa 

By Candice Arendse and Sarshen Scorgie 

Ecosystem -based Adaption (EbA) integrates conservation of biodiversity and enhancement of 
ecosystem services as adaptive responses to the impacts of climate change. The concept aims to 
decrease climate change vulnerabilities of people and the ecosystems in which they live, and on which 
they depend through the conservation and restoration of vital ecosystem services thereby also 
addressing socio-economic development, climate change impacts and biodiversity conservation. The 
implementation of a EbA s is thus an important element of a country’s response to climate change 
impacts and to assist in moving us towards more sustainable development. 

South Africa has developed a Strategic Framework and Overarching Implementation Plan for 

Ecosystem -based Adaptation (EbA Strategy) under the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) 

and the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). The Strategy aims to use existing 

initiatives in the country to support the implementation of EbA and to streamline the concept as a 

vital component in developing and sustaining work on climate change and biodiversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The competition challenges entriants to think globally in the context of climate change 
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http://www.flanders.org.za/Street-Art-Competition


 

 
 

             June 2017, Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Conservation South Africa (CSA), as an affiliate of Conservation International (CI), works to mainstream 
and implement EbA and climate change into local and district policy in South Africa through a range of 
tools which in turn also support their demonstration and implementation of EbA in the landscapes 
where they work. In addition to a supportive policy and strategy environment, the current EbA tools in 
use are the Let’s Respond toolkit, the Vulnerability Assessment and the EbA Priority Mapping processes. 
Additional tools have however been developed both nationally (Department of Rural Development and 
Land reform Climate Change Training Tool and the DEA/SANBI EbA guideline, which is still under 
development) and internationally (IIED, GIZ and CI tools) With a wealth of tools available, it is important 
to review them in order to assess their current usefulness and appropriateness in South Africa, and the 
possibility of the using additional newly developed tools. 
Within this context, CSA and CI hosted and facilitated a national EbA stakeholder workshop on 
Developing Capacity for Implementation of Ecosystem-Based Adaptation (EbA). The workshop aimed to 
inform a process through the use of EbA toolkits to enable future implementation and support capacity 
development around EbA. 

The workshop was held in Pretoria on 07 June 2017 and was attended by representatives from key 
sectors including disaster management, rural development and land reform and biodiversity and 
ecosystems.  The objectives of the workshop were to reflect on existing climate change toolkits both 
nationally and internationally and discuss how they can be applied to further support EbA in South 
Africa; promote discussion on how the application of tools can contribute to the implementation of the 
EbA Strategy and the National Adaptation Strategy and identify opportunities for collaboration. 

Representatives from DEA, gave a broad overview of the Policy and Strategy environment for EbA in 
South Africa. Mr Sibonelo Mbanjwe spoke about the National Adaptation Strategy and the nine strategic 
priorities within the Strategy. He noted that EbA elements is visible in many of the priority areas due to 
the cross cutting nature of EbA. Mr Ntando Mkhize informed the participants of the key aspects of the 
Strategic Framework and Overarching Implementation Plan for EbA. He noted that the National Climate 
Change Response Policy recognizes the Biodiversity and Ecosystems Sector as a climate change priority 
sector. Mr Ntando Mkhize added that adaptation plans for nine South Africa Biomes has been 
developed and EbA has been identified as one of the key adaptation actions. 

  

Image: South Africa’s Strategic Framework and Overarching Implementation Plan for Ecosystem –based 

Adaptation (2016-2021), Midgley et al, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EbA works across three spheres which encompasses climate change adaptation, socio 

economicbenefits and Biodiversity and ecosystem conservation. Through incorporating 

these three concepts, EbA is able to deliver a range of benefits. 
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Toolkits used within South Africa and internationally were discussed. On a national level, these tools 
included the Lets respond Toolkit, the EbA Guideline Document and the climate change training 
program toolkit, developed by the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform (DRDLR). GIZ, 
International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) and CI gave an overview of the 
international tools that has been developed including, Mainstreaming EbA into Development Planning 
which was developed by GIZ; Ecosystem-based Approaches to Adaptation: Strengthening the Evidence 
and Informing Policy developed by IIED and the Resilience Atlas which was developed by Conservation 
International. The Resilience Atlas is a spatial analysis tool, which provides users with a data-based tool 
for decision-making and funding decisions. This global mapping tool is divided into three categories: 
livelihoods, production systems, and ecosystems; climate stressors and shocks; and factors influencing 
vulnerability. 

A group session in the form of a world cafe was held to discuss each tool presented. The groups had 
specific questions to consider in their discussion, which included assessing the benefits of the tool for 
participants’ areas of work, gaps and challenges and how to address these and how to feature EbA more 
in the tool (if this was not already the case). Another group session was held to identify key steps on the 
way forward and to identify and prioritise key stakeholders and partners to support the process.  

Some of the key messages from the workshop included the need to simplify the tools and integrate 
resources to avoid ‘tool fatigue’; the need to strengthen tools that are existing and link with other tools, 
rather than creating new ones; and the need to provide more training on tools and accredit these 
trainings where possible. There was also a great emphasis placed on the need to visualise the 
application of the tools, making them interactive with options such as online videos.  

  

Image: Sarshen Scorgie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mikateko Sithole discussing the “Let’s Respond Toolkit” 
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Overall the meeting was productive and provided the team with insights into capacity development for 
EbA. CSA plans to have a follow-up meeting with DEA, DRDLR and SANBI to discuss some of the next 
steps indicated during the workshop.  

Climate change evident in Cape storm and Knysna fires 

By Sipho Kings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article was first published in the Mail & Guardian on 14 June 2017 

The mother of all storms. The worst drought in a century. More intense fires than any in living memory. 
The hottest years on record. This is the new normal. South Africa’s climate is changing and with that 
comes extreme weather. Events such as crippling storms and droughts, which used to happen once a 
century, will happen every decade, or more frequently. We know this. There are plans to tackle this. But 
these are not being implemented, and the cost of cleaning up is climbing. 

Image: Sarshen Scorgie 

 
Various group activities provided good input into the objectives of the 

workshop 

Image: Deon Raath, Gallo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Houses in the Knysna Heights area were destroyed in the fires on June 9, 201 
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In Cape Town, the worst storm in two decades saw 8m waves thundering into the coastline. In Knysna, 
that storm drove fires, which spread for 100km and destroyed 600 homes. Seven people died. Initial 
estimates by disaster management officials are that the overall damage will amount to more than R4-
billion.  

The principal plan for dealing with a future in which this happens more often is the National Adaptation 
Strategy. The draft, released last year, predicted the calamities that unfolded across the coastal Cape 
regions this month: “Communities may experience increased exposure to raging fires, exacerbated by 
changes in climatic conditions like extended, dry, hot spells and fanned by strong, unseasonal winds.” 

And: “Communities located in a different province may experience extensive floods caused by excessive 
downpours, sea level rise, ageing stormwater infrastructure or inadequate designs to deal with the rate 
of urban growth and development in recent years.” 

Knysna’s incident commander, Richard Geldenhuys, told media this week: “The scale and intensity [of 
the fire], mixed with the drought and intense weather conditions, made it impossible to deal with.” 

A thousand firefighters were drafted in from the rest of the country to help. 

Once a narrative of the future, of 2030 and 2050, the increases in extreme events are realities that 
countries have to deal with now. The reason for this requires no debate: human emissions of 
greenhouse gases — from cars to smokestacks — are warming the planet. The concentration of the 
most plentiful of those gases, carbon dioxide, is at a higher level than at any time in human history. 

People and nature have adapted to climate change in the past. But, as the National Adaptation Strategy 
states, the “unprecedented pace of current changes” makes doing this harder. 

Cognisant of this, South Africa joined nearly 200 other countries in signing the Paris Agreement in 2015 
to lower greenhouse gas emissions. But, even if all emissions were stopped now, the gases already in 
the atmosphere will continue to warm the world for the coming century. 

Therefore, South Africa has to plan for the worst and hope for the best. Either way, the roughly 
predictable 18-year weather cycle of droughts and floods is coming to an end. The extremes of that 
cycle have led to damage. According to the latest summary the government sent to the United Nation’s 
climate agency, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, damaging events cost R2-billion a year 
throughout the noughties. But, in the seven years since, that figure has jumped to R6-billion a year. 

Record hot years in 2014, 2015 and 2016 have exacerbated South Africa’s three main natural disasters: 
drought, flood and veld fires. That has meant more than three years of constantly dealing with disaster 
declarations and crisis response throughout the country. 

Although temperatures cannot be controlled, the ability of society and the economy to handle the 
related disasters, known as resilience, can be strengthened. Hence the adaptation strategy. Its targets 
are enshrined in the 2014 to 2019 medium-term strategic framework. This requires the government to 
do things such as sustaining ecosystems, so they can act as a buffer when disaster strikes — such as 
wetlands, which catch and slow down flash floods so the water does not wash away homes — and 
ensuring there’s a disaster response system in place. 

Some work on this is being done. A local green fund, with R800-million in funds, is backing projects that 
increase people’s resilience. It is supporting initiatives such as a R232-million aquaculture project in the 
Camdeboo municipality of the Eastern Cape. 

In Cape Town, a rapid decrease in the cost of desalination technology means the city could get a third of 
its water from the ocean. The various Working For programmes are creating tens of thousands of jobs in 
rural areas, while looking after wetlands and getting rid of thirsty invasive plant species. Eight hundred 
of their firefighters are fighting the Knysna fires. 

But it is not enough. Adapting to climate change is something that the country’s 226 local municipalities, 
19 government departments and parastatals must focus on and work together on. Many aren’t. The 
adaptation strategy warns: “Institutional fragmentation poses enormous challenges to co-ordination, 
which is compounded by the fact that few departments, apart from environmental affairs, view climate 
change as a priority in their sector.” 

Put more bluntly by an official in the co-operative governance department: “Our climate crisis is here 
but, at best, the different departments have an office that they dedicate to the problem — because they 
have to.” 
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Officials and researchers in other departments, parastatals and groups such as the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research have all expressed similar frustrations. 

Each government entity has to create a climate change plan, and most have. But that’s as far as they 
get. The National Development Plan, which should be pulling these plans together to do things such as 
bolster resilience to storms and droughts, is not being implemented. Mines continue to get permission 
to dig up wetlands and cities still allow shopping centres to be built on endangered grassland. 

Climate change, an issue that should be at the heart of all planning, is left on the periphery, treated as a 
luxury. The result will be death and destruction. Research by Stanford University last year warned that 
this country’s gross domestic product could shrink by 66% by 2100 as a result of climate change 
destroying the ecosystems that life relies on.  

The article is available from https://mg.co.za/article/2017-06-13-climate-change-evident-in-cape-storm-
and-knysna-fires#.WUE82SNEPDc.twitter 

Adaptation for Extreme Events: Narratives from the South African Landscape 
By Felix Donkor, Enokenwa Ojong,Balbina Nyamakura and Phikolomzi Matikinca 

Extreme climate events such as heat waves and droughts can have devastating consequences on 
affected communities and livelihoods. Moreover, such events are argued to increase in intensity and 
frequency under climate change. This calls for concerted effort from all stakeholders on the adaptation 
landscape to mitigate the effect of such extreme events on vulnerable communities. In order to build 
capacities, mobilise efforts and discussion on the topic and ultimately contribute to building a resilient 
South Africa for all, two essential events on Adaptation for extreme events and Disaster Risk Reduction 
and management were held during May 2017.  

On 29th May this year the South African Adaptation Network hosted a one-day training session entitled  
Adaptation for Extreme Events in Grahamstown which fed into a two-day national stakeholder ‘Think 
Thank’ on Adaptation for Extreme Events on 30 & 31 May hosted by Rhodes University and co-hosted by 
the South African Adaptation Network and the Department of Environmental Affairs. 

Both events was conceptualised to feed into debates and explore issues related to Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) and Adaptation. DRR aims to reduce the damage caused by natural hazards like 
earthquakes, floods, droughts and cyclones, through an ethic of prevention. Climate change is 
one of the factors increasing the frequency and severity of weather-related disasters, 
which adaptation planning needs to integrate this dimension. 

The one-day training session convened researchers, provincial government officials and practitioners 
who work with communities that are consciously adapting to climatic change and have unique 
opportunities to gain insights into the challenges experienced by people on the grass-roots level, as well 
as the emerging strategies that people have evolved and put into practice.  The workshop offered 
participants an opportunity to engage with their own questions related to Disaster Risk Reduction 
and adaptation, and to explore challenges and opportunities that they face in the course of their 
professional life as civil servants, practitioners, community leaders or action researchers. 

A key issue emerging from the training workshop was the importance of coordination of information-
sharing and decision-making amongst the relevant agencies to mobilise the appropriate response 
measures. Without the necessary consensus in declaring the situation a “state of disaster/emergency” it 
is not possible to trigger the necessary interventions in time. Simultaneously there is a need to revisit 
the process of classification of disasters and eventual declaration to enhance DRR. It was also 
recommended that there be a review of housing policy in such disaster-prone areas.  Others 
recommendations included defining roles and responsibilities more clearly, identifying policy 
imperatives, enhancing contingency planning and integrating indigenous knowledge coupled with 
increasing awareness. 

The focus of the two-day ‘Think Tank’ was a response to the increase in frequency and intensity of 
environmentally related disasters such as floods, storms and fires in the Eastern and Western Cape. This 
has led to calls for innovative pre-emptive disaster risk management to better adapt to the realities of 
an environment in which climate change has become a significant factor. 

https://mg.co.za/article/2017-06-13-climate-change-evident-in-cape-storm-and-knysna-fires#.WUE82SNEPDc.twitter
https://mg.co.za/article/2017-06-13-climate-change-evident-in-cape-storm-and-knysna-fires#.WUE82SNEPDc.twitter
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Following an introduction by Professor Sheona Shackleton, Rhodes Deputy Vice Chancellor Peter 
Clayton and Dean of Research Professor Tony Booth welcomed the participants to the institution and 
emphasised the significance of the event. 

Keynote addresses were presented by Vhalinavho Khavhagali (Department of Environmental Affairs), 
Bettina Koelle (Red Cross Climate Centre) and Tally Palmer (Rhodes University, Institute for Water 
Research), and Coleen Vogel (Wits University).   

 Image: Felix Donkor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A case study presentation reflected the experiences of local communities of “Droughts, water scarcity 
and security”.  Siyabonga Myeza presented experiences and impacts of a community-based project 
supported by the Adaptation Fund entitled “Quenching the Thirst – Two Communities Adapting 
Together”. The stimulating debates of the first session laid bare challenges and opportunities for 
enhancing adaptation at the local level.  This fed into the second session, which sought to highlight 
some novel practical measures address some of the challenges highlighted in the first session.  

The second session assumed more of a narrative format to help participants better digest the 
complexity of issues at hand. These included stories of extreme weather from different community 
landscapes including as Fairbairn, Ngqwele, Ntloko and Amanzi for Food. This was followed by 
workshops to draw lessons. The first workshop was about the importance of learning and knowledge 
coproduction processes for integrating DRR, CCA and local priorities for climate resilience. This 
continued with a second workshop Reimagining learning for integrating climate change into disaster risk 
reduction: RESILIM-O as a case? The first day ended with a reflection on the day’s activities by the 
facilitators and organisers.    

Image: Shared Think Tank picture folder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote speaker, Bettina Koelle illustrates a need for tranformative processes in adaptation 

projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siya Myeza facilitated a group activity that illustrated challenges of collaboration. 

Participants constructed a "tower of knowledge" 



 

 
 

             June 2017, Page 12 

 

Presenters in the second session were drawn from diverse backgrounds and communities namely Xola 
Jezile (Raymond Mhlaba Local Municipality), Ngqwele Community Representative in the Eastern Cape, 
Nondumiso Mfabana (Ntloko Community Representative), Heila Lotz-Sisitka (Environmental Learning 
Research Centre) and Taryn Kong (AWARD). 

The second and final day of the workshop started with a recap of the previous day’s activities. Given the 
high interest on how different communities were dealing with disaster risk reduction/management, the 
first session began with more case studies and discussions. These dealt with themes such as Climate 
Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction in theory and practice: Insights from three applied 
research projects, Household vulnerability and adaptation to climate change in the Eastern Cape 
Province, Thinking about floods in informal settlements, Municipal responses to drought - Eden 
Municipality 2010 and Cape Town Metro 2016 as well as Floods and health: hazards from microbial 
contamination.  

            Image: Presentation on Coping with heavy rainfall events, storms and floods in informal settlements 
             in East London 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The image shows the aspects of the vulnerability index done as part of a study 
 in informal elements in East London impacted by Extreme events 

The first session concluded with a panel discussion which sought to provide a myriad of perspectives on 
government policies and strategies for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation. The 
seasoned presenters and panellists included Nadine Methner (African Climate & Development 
Initiative), Leocadia Zhou (Fort Hare University), Taryn Pereira (Environmental Monitoring Group) and 
Owen Bekker (Buffalo City municipality). 

The final session of the Think Tank included a presentation by Lungi Ndlovuon the area-wide project in 
the uMgungundlovu District Municipality supported by the Adaptation Fund. and experiences and 
lessons learned from the implementation of the Let’s Respond Toolkit. An interactive session generated 
concepts for sessions to be proposed for the forthcoming Adaptation Futures Conference 2018, and 
explored possibilities for engagement.  

The Think Tank was an eye opener and a reminder of the severe consequences of climate change and 
the reality of our readiness for impact. The event created a platform for new discussions, possible 
solutions and thoughts on the topic and helped conclude burning questions and frustrations. 

Decision making processes in African development and what that means for 

climate science: Insights from Future Climate for Africa (FCFA) Webinar 
By Felix Donkor, Alice McClure and Claire Mathieson 

Confronted with the increasing threat of short-term natural seasonal weather and climate events, 
coupled with the longer-term threats of growing climate change and related risks, decision makers 
around the globe are turning to climate science to supply information to guide their strategies, planning, 
and implementation. In line with this, efforts in the adaptation landscape are being focussed on 
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enhancing the decision making processes by deepening understanding of climate variability and 
improving the design of decision support tools.   

The Future Resilience for African CiTies and Lands (FRACTAL) project seeks to enhance scientific 
knowledge about regional climate responses to human activities and collaborate with policy makers to 
incorporate this scientific knowledge into climate-sensitive decisions at the city-region scale. The 
FRACTAL project hence adopts a transdisciplinary approach working with researchers, city government 
officials and other key decision makers in southern Africa. 

At a recent webinar, Chris Jack from the Climate Systems Analysis Group (part of the FRACTAL team) 
described current approaches and developments, unpacked ideas around best practice, and outlined 
on-going challenges in climate science information. In particular, the following lessons (relevant to the 
science, impacts and adaptation communities) for were highlighted: 

Spend a significant amount of time understanding the decision-making context. Within FRACTAL, 
heuristic systems models, extensive “learning labs”, dialogues, interviews and desktop analysis are part 
of a wide array of avenues employed to do this. 

“Initial climate information can (tentatively) be used to start conversations. Within FRACTAL, Climate 
Risk Narratives are being explored as a conversation-starter approach Be aware of knowledge and 
power dynamics, and respect all knowledge types. During climate-related learning (conversation) 
processes, it might be necessary to use good climate facilitators. 

Construct information, not data; articulate assumptions, limits and strengths (defensibility). In FRACTAL 
a variety of information sources (such as expert input and drawing on existing literature) are coupled 
with different means of communication (eg games, narratives). Practice humility: avoid providing 
information you cannot defend and do not avoid providing information you can defend. 

Climate scientists should consider the complexity and uncertainty related with the physical and societal 
consequences of climate change (and the interplay of the two); successful application of adaptation 
efforts will demand the involvement of diverse groups of decision-makers and other consumers of 
climate information. One key issue confronting climate scientists is not a dearth of data but producing 
robust and defensible information for decision makers. In most cases, it is necessary to work with 
decision makers to decide what climate information is relevant and appropriate to their context.  

Emergency managers, water resource managers, policy analysts, wildfire teams, farmers, and others 
already recognize that climate variability influences their sectors. They are increasingly concerned about 
the implications of climate change and interested in representing those risks in their management and 
decision-making strategies. This has increased collaborative engagement between climate information 
users and scientists which creates avenue for producing innovative solutions.  
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Articles do not necessarily represent the views of all Adaptation Network members. 
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Download a PDF version of this newsletter at: www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/news  
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