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Climate Change Adaptation Training Courses 2017: Overview 

During 2017 the Adaptation Network is offering five training courses in venues across South Africa.  The 

Practical Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups is offered in Cape Town in October, Nkomazi, Mpumalanga 

in July and Durban in July. The Adaptation Retreat: a journey of discovery is offered in Nieuwoudtville in 

May and Adaptation for extreme events in May.  
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Participants at the Adaptation Network workshop in Tzaneen 
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Courses are free for Adaptation Network members.  Registration fees are payable by non-members 

only. Travel and accommodation is at the cost of each participant. We can provide a limited number of 

bursaries.   Please enquire with Candice Arendse: candice@emg.org.za 

An overview of each course is provided below.   

For more information, please contact Noel Oettle or Candice Arendse. 

If you or your organisation is interested in signing up as a member: check our website or email Candice 

Arendse for more information. 

If you think this could have value for you, we would like to invite you to attend a workshop in your 

region.  Please also feel free to share the invitation with colleagues in your own organisation or partner 

organisations who are interested in learning more about adaptation.    

Adaptation Retreat: A journey of discovery 

15 – 18 May 2017:  Nieuwoudtville (4 Days) 

Adaptation Retreat: A journey of discovery is aimed at more experienced adaptation practitioners who 

would like to reflect on their practice and explore innovative approaches and reflective spaces. The 

retreat will include some reflection in nature, course modules taught by community members and 

facilitation training.  

Facilitators: Jane Burt, Shannon Parring, Noel Oettlé 

Registration fee for non-members: R 500 

Registration closing date: 28 April  2017 

Adaptation for Extreme Events 

29 May 2017:  Grahamstown  

Adaptation for Extreme Events, an innovative training course that will be held immediately before the 

2017 Climate Change and extreme events Think Tank , will explore the specific context of enabling 

planners and practitioners to support potentially affected communities to adapt effectively to minimize 

the impacts of extreme weather events. The context of the course will be the realties and opportunities 

of government support for adaptation, and how research partnerships can contribute to generating 

necessary data and appropriate knowledge. 

Facilitators: Nick Hamer, ,Jane Burt, Noel Oettlé 

Registration fee for non-members: R 200 

Registration closing date: 01 May 2017 

Closing date: 01 May 2017 

Practical Adaptation for Vulnerable Groups 

20 & 21 June 2017:  Nkomazi, Mpumalanga (2 Days) 

25 & 26 July 2017: Durban (2 days) 

mailto:candice@emg.org.za
mailto:dryland@global.org.za
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/about/membership/
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
mailto:candice@emg.org.za
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3 & 4 October 2017:  Cape Town (2 Days) 

This 2-day training course will provide practitioners from government, research institutions and NGOs 

with a sound grounding in climate science, the developmental context of climate change adaptation and 

participatory adaptation approaches. Practical methodologies and tools will be provided, illuminated by 

examples from adaptation practice. The learning methodology is experiential and interactive and is 

aimed at enabling participants to design and facilitate adaptation processes for vulnerable communities.  

Facilitators: Noel Oettlé and Shannon Parring 

Registration fee for non-members: R 200 

Registration closing date for To register for the Nkomazi workshop, please (insert link). Closing date: 

01 June 2017 

 Registration closing date for Durban: 01 July 2017 

Registration closing date for Cape Town: 15 September 2017 

International Climate Services Conference 2017 

By Candice Arendse and Noel Oettle 

The International Conference on Climate Services (ICCS) started in 2011 and has been held in various 

locations across the world.  Cape Town was the host of the 5th ICCS, which was organised by the 

Climate System Analysis Group (CSAG) based at the University of Cape Town and the Climate Service 

Partnership (CSP) of the Climate Service Centre, Germany (GERICS).  It was held between 28 February 

and 02 March 2017. 

The European Commission's climate services initiative describes the term 'climate services' as 

“transforming climate-related data and other information into customised products such as projections, 

trends, economic analysis, advice on best practices, development and evaluation of solutions, and any 

other climate-related service that may be of use for society.” These services include data, information 

and knowledge that support adaptation, mitigation and disaster risk management 

(https://ec.europa.eu/research/environment/index.cfm?pg=climate_services).  

Although work on climate services has gained momentum and developed rapidly in recent years, 

specifically in Africa, communication and support to users is still lacking.  This affects the ability of 

countries to respond effectively to the impacts of climate change. ICCS aims to address these 

shortcomings by focusing on capacity building and sharing ideas and practices that could aid in 

enhancing user interaction.  

The theme of the conference was therefore Innovation and Capacity Building with a specific focus on 

activities and challenges in Africa. In attendance were climate services users, providers, donors and 

researchers from across the world who are eager to interact and share experiences on providing and 

improving climate science-based services.  

The design of ICCS5 included a diverse mix of activities, ranging from side events and poster exhibitions 

to a market place and scientific sessions. The scientific sessions addressed specific topics focused on 

learning from success and failure; operationalisation of climate services; and capacity building. 

Participants were able to showcase their work through posters as well as in the Market Place, which was 

a space for presenting new or improved tools, products, methods, business models and innovative ways 

of communicating climate services for users and providers. The Market Place housed a variety of 

organisations, ranging from users to service providers, including various university groups, WeAdapt, 
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the Collective Leadership Institute, and Lushumo. The health, agriculture and education sectors had the 

largest presence at the conference, showcasing their services and looking for new or improved links and 

ideas on communication. The Adaptation Network presented the second edition of the Participatory 

Adaptation Handbook at the Market Place, where it stimulated much interest. 

Image: Noel Oettle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Candice Arendse and Claire Davis in the Market Place area 

The scientific sessions convened under three titles. Learning from success and failure included an 

interesting aspect on sharing examples of good ideas, both those that failed operationally and those 

that worked well.  Operationalisation of climate services focused on development, implementation and 

evaluation for effective climate services. Capacity building covered a range of subthemes that included 

knowledge brokering, users, and research.  

The conference ended with a world café where participants could discuss topics on and suggest a way 

forward for innovation and climate services. An interesting matter brought up during the session was 

that the term “users” remained undefined or unclear throughout the conference, which might be one of 

the causes for the lack of resolution relating to issues around user needs. Suggestions were made to 

make future conferences more inclusive by including topics on basic climate change theory and climate 

change practices from different areas of the world, as well as using appropriate language for different 

audiences.   

Bruce Hewitson of CSAG closed the conference with an inspiring message, encouraging those present to 

acknowledge and do justice to their abilities to achieve.  

Preventing re-introduction of malaria into Northern Cape 

By Rehana Dada 

Malaria is not considered to be endemic to Northern Cape, but the province is identified as a region that 

could become suitable for malaria vectors as a result of climate change and other environmental 

factors.  The Molopo and Orange River areas and the far northern parts of the province are considered 

to be especially important in this respect.  
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A small number of malaria cases are reported in the province each year: in 2011, 66 cases were reported 

and in 2012, 33. Danie Stander, the Northern Cape Department of Health’s Deputy Director for 

Environmental Health, says that most cases seem to be linked to travel.  

Stander says: “We had a malaria case in 2001 in Welkom, a small village near the Kgalagadi Transfrontier 

Park, and the patient had no history of traveling to any malaria endemic areas. We also positively 

identified an Anopheles mosquito in that area in 2006. There were two cases in the Northern Cape in 

2014 where there was no travel history. Unfortunately not all cases were investigated so there is a 

significant guess factor as to how these cases contracted the disease”.   

Where Anopheles mosquitoes were found, they were thought to have travelled in vehicles or luggage 

rather than having bred in the area. Floods also seem to influence malaria prevalence, says Stander: “I 

heard rumours from "old people" that during the big floods of 1988 there were at least seven cases of 

malaria near Askham”.  

Stander explains that the impacts of climate change on health in the province include:  

 Water shortages - drinking, bathing, hand washing, food preparation, etc.; 

 Heat stroke and heat related morbidity and mortality; 

 Skin cancer; 

 Spread of disease vectors such as flies, ticks (Congo fever), mosquitoes (malaria, Rift Valley 

fever); 

 Disease vectors becoming more active throughout the year - winter temperatures are 

higher, hence insects may survive longer or hibernate less in future; 

 Indirectly – for example uncertainty about what health impacts the solar energy farms may 

have on nearby communities. 

Although there is no scientific indication yet that malaria distribution has increased in the province as a 

result of climate change, Stander believed that it is important to be proactive: “This is exactly why we 

have a malaria plan and why we have at least two vector surveillance campaigns every year - to be on 

top of things”.   

Malaria control and surveillance began in Northern Cape in the early 20th century in the lower Orange 

River area. Anopheles gambiae was then commonly seen, but with control later progressing to intensive 

DDT spraying programmes, there was a marked reduction in its population.  As part of control, 

technicians conducted knock downs, checked for larvae, collected mosquito samples, and took blood 

samples and smears.  

Spraying was reduced as Anopheles numbers declined and later done only if the species was found.  DDT 

was replaced with other pesticides.  Anopheles gambiae was eradicated in what was then the Lower 

Orange River region, and the spraying programme was stopped in 1996. Currently, surveillance is done 

on an ad hoc basis during the wet summer months when there is higher risk of malaria.  

In terms of the South African Malaria Elimination Strategy, the province should be looking at preventing 

re-introduction.  Surveillance should be conducted at least twice a year along the Molopo and Orange 

rivers, and in the northern parts of the John Taolo Gaetsewe and ZF Mgcawu districts.  This includes 

larvae surveillance and the erection of night nets and/or knockdowns.  In addition, communities in these 

areas are provided with information on elimination of mosquito breeding places and conditions, as well 

as on the symptoms of malaria.  Medication to treat malaria and malaria prophylactics is available 

With regards to advocacy, the malaria plan is distributed to health district offices, government 

departments, district and local municipalities and other organisations. This plan serves as a source of 

information and as a guide to Environmental Health Practitioners.  It is also a planning tool for the 
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ZF Mgcawu and John Taolo Gaetsewe Health Districts. The plan will also be the reference framework for 

the development and distribution of malaria related information material to other stakeholders.  

With regards to ongoing surveillance and monitoring, the Northern Cape Department of Health is 

exploring a partnership with nature reserves, where game rangers can assist with the work. The idea is 

that game rangers will receive training in monitoring and surveillance, and collect vector samples for 

analysis by the Department of Health.  

Stander says that the malaria prevention programme faces a number of challenges.  Firstly, because 

there is a low risk of malaria in the province, it is not regarded as a priority and he says: “Funding will 

obviously, and understandably go to more pressing needs”.  Secondly, malaria control is preventative 

and the focus of the health system is traditionally still on curative health care.  Thirdly, it is difficult to 

convince authorities that prevention of re-introduction is visionary and relevant.  

However, he says with reference to climate change: “Change is inevitable. I would rather have 20 

campaigns spread over 10 years, without finding a single malaria vector, than sitting arms folded and 

not knowing what is happening out there. It is better to be prepared than to lose a single person 

because we were complacent”.   

Dates to remember:  

 25 April: World Malaria Day  

 09 November: SADC Malaria  

Civil society plans for 2017 

By Candice Arendse 

In mid February the South African Climate Action Network (SACAN) hosted a meeting at Wits University 

in Johannesburg that brought together civil society organisations (CSO’s) to reflect on the most recent 

session of the climate change negotiations (UNFCCC COP22) and share information on activities 

planned for this year. 

Happy Khambule of Greenpeace and Jaco du Toit  of WWF reported on COP22, which was held in 

Marrakesh in November 2016, and drew attention to key issues emerging from the negotiations that are 

relevant for South Africa. They said that the South African delegation is open to discussions with South 

African CSO’s, and recognises the importance and relevance of the integrated networks and avenues 

within civil society.   

Desiree Kossciulek of the South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) highlighted the work of 

four youth who attended COP22.  One of the youth delegates was given accreditation as part of the 

South African delegation, and SAIIA aims to secure two youth spots in the delegation at future COPs.   

An overview of COP22 is provided in the November 2016 Adaptation Network Newsletter: Overview of COP22.  

The meeting discussed a workshop held in February by the South African National Biodiversity Institute 

(SANBI) that was intended to canvas input into the South African Green Climate Fund small grant project 

proposal. The article Designing the South African Green Climate Fund small grant project proposal in the 

February 2017 Adaptation Network Newsletter provides some insight in this regard: Designing the South 

African GCF SCF Proposal.   

Independent energy consultant Richard Worthington, provided feedback on the draft document, 

Development of South Africa’s Climate Change Mitigation System, which was submitted to the 

Department of Environmental Affairs in mid February.  It proposes a structure for reducing South 

Africa’s greenhouse gas emissions post-2020 in accordance with its international commitments.  The 

proposed system is comprised of two mechanisms: the Sectoral Emissions Targets (SETs), and entity-

level carbon budgets.  

http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/AN-Newsletter-November2016.pdf
http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/2017/03/designing-south-african-green-climate-fund-small-grant-project-proposal/
http://www.adaptationnetwork.org.za/2017/03/designing-south-african-green-climate-fund-small-grant-project-proposal/
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Stakeholders were invited to comment on the draft, and a civil society response was submitted.  The 

absence of the Mitigation Potential Analysis (MPA) was raised as a key concern. The MPA identifies 

actions and sets greenhouse gas reduction limits for the key sectors of South Africa, and provides 

analyses of projections of national emissions and a socio-economic and environmental assessment of 

identified mitigation options. A second key concern raised by civil society is that there is a risk that the 

five-year interim system discussed in the draft mitigation system might be kept in use until 2035.    

Abongile Xhantini from SAIIA Youth reported on a stakeholder meeting hosted by the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) on 07 and 08 February 2017 that was aimed at identifying and 

informing participants of possible collaborations and engagements. UNEP provides support in the form 

of technical support, information sharing, and expertise for national efforts in addressing areas ranging 

from climate change and sustainable development to the green economy, and creates platforms for 

dialogue and regional integration.  

Participants discussed the current UNEP-South Africa Consolidated Programme Framework and its 

alignment with the National Development Plan. Resilience in the Limpopo Basin Program, the South 

African National Biodiversity Institute and Department of Trade and Industry presented on potential 

projects and regional collaboration opportunities.  Participants formed groups to discuss the different 

aspects of project implementation with a focus on subjects that included climate change and green 

economy, science-policy interface, and environmental governance.  Participants were encouraged to 

make suggestions for collaborative campaigns, initiatives, and work for 2017.   

At the CSO planning meeting, the organisations present shared their planned activities for 2017.  

Working groups were then formed around Adaptation, Mitigation and Capacity Building, and an open 

invitation was given for members to join a working group of their interest.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Worthington providing feedback on the draft document of the Development of South 

Africa’s Climate Change Mitigation System. 
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Men and women farmers in Benin  

are responding differently to climate change  

By Grace Villamor and Samantha Spooner 

First published in The Conversation 

Image: The Conversation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Benin, women plant things which can be eaten while men planted things  
that earned them immediate income 

As climate change brings with it increased extreme weather events, one of the pressing issues for Africa’s 

farmers will be how to address these challenges. One dimension to be factored in is that men and 

women farmers are responding to the pressures differently. The Conversation Africa’s Samantha 

Spooner asked Grace Villamor about her research on gender-specific responses by farmers in Benin. 

How are extreme weather events affecting farmers in Benin? 

Volatile climatic conditions and dwindling natural resources have been cited as the reasons for 

persistent emigration from Benin to other West African countries. The northern part of Benin, in 

particular, is highly vulnerable. Floods have become more intense and there have been more droughts 

as well as erratic rainfall patterns.  

The impact of this has been evident. In 2013, the River Niger overflowed its banks and caused massive 

damage in the areas of Karimama and Malanville. The majority of the population in those areas are 

farmers and fishermen so families along the river lost crops, livestock and fishing grounds. 

Approximately 3,000 houses were destroyed, forcing more than 10,000 people to move and find shelter. 

According to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the value of crop losses was estimated at 

USD20 million.  

Another study conducted in Tanguieta, north-west Benin, found that winds have become increasingly 

violent and are responsible for the destruction of crops. Farmers also told the researchers that they had 

suffered delayed rainy seasons and less rain. As a result, the FAO estimated cereal production in 

northern Benin to have declined by about 5 per cent in 2014 over the previous year’s harvest. 

  

  

http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/6/1/375
http://reliefweb.int/disaster/ff-2013-000118-ben
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/203975/icode/
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How important is agriculture to Benin and the Beninois? 

Benin is predominantly a rural society. About 80 per cent of the country’s 10.9 million people earn a 

living from agriculture and the sector contributes 40 per cent to the country’s GDP. Most agricultural 

production is based on subsistence farming and 93 per cent of that goes into food production. 

Women play a crucial role in this sector. About 70 per cent of women live in rural areas where they are 

responsible for 60–80 per cent of agricultural work. They are more vulnerable to the impact of climate 

change than men because of their locally defined roles as wives and mothers, while they have limited 

access to natural resources and little voice in decision making. 

Is there a difference between how male and female farmers are coping with extreme changes in 

weather patterns? 

I did a study on gender-specific responses to climate variability in northern Benin. A total of 260 

respondents – of which 197 were male and 63 were female – were surveyed using a semi-structured 

questionnaire. There were also role-playing games related to climate change adaptation that were 

conducted with men-only and women-only groups. 

The questionnaire covered respondents’ socio-economic characteristics (such as income or occupation) 

and land-use preferences. It also included questions on decisions about farm and household-level 

adaptation strategies. 

One of my key findings was that men and women are equally aware of climate variability and share 

similar coping strategies. For example they adopt new, improved crop varieties when possible.  

But they differ in their specific land-use strategies such as crop expansion or intensification. They also 

differ in relation to preferences of crop types and motivations – if they are motivated to reduce 

household expenses or by income security.  

For example, women chose to plant maize and rice to satisfy food consumption whereas men chose 

cotton for which they receive government subsidies. Women planted things which can be eaten, men 

planted things that earned them an immediate income. We believe these differences emanate from 

their specific gender productive and reproductive roles, norms and identity.  

In terms of livestock, women view livestock animals (such as goats or cattle) as a source of investment 

capital to expand their farms. For their part men sell livestock and use the proceeds to emigrate from 

the area to find work elsewhere, particularly during extreme weather events.  

In the long run, these differences could lead to differentiated vulnerabilities and challenges. For 

example, in areas where men migrated to non-farm jobs, women would bear the entire responsibility of 

cultivating the family plot. This would include post-harvest storage, processing of food products for 

household consumption and marketing agricultural products. 

What can be done to help farmers cope? 

Due to the increasing role of women in agriculture in Benin, agricultural extension services – such as 

new crop varieties resistant to drought – should target women. These services should also include 

access to climate and weather related information, credit and farming technology. However, because 

the majority of female farmers in rural areas do not have any formal education, extension services and 

the decision making process are currently always shared by men. 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/i2050e/i2050e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/x0250e/x0250e04.htm#P467_45664
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5120022/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5120022/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5120022/
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Adjustments such as knowing the best time to train the women and a solid means of communication are 

needed on the part of government and non-government projects or services to reach more women. 

This article was first published in The Conversation: Download  

Grace Villamor can be reached at: gracev@uni-bonn.de 

The above article is related to research presented in the following open access articles:  

 Villamor, G. B., and B. K. Badmos. 2015. Grazing game: a learning tool for adaptive 

management in response to climate variability in semiarid areas of Ghana. Ecology and 

Society 21(1):39. Download 

 Gender-specific responses to climate variability in a semi-arid ecosystem in northern Benin 

Dah-gbeto, A.P. & Villamor, G.B. Ambio (2016) 45(Suppl 3): 297. doi:10.1007/s13280-016-

0830-5.  Download. 

Fifth Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform  

on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services  

By Candice Arendse 

Based on Earth Negotiations Bulletin (Vol. 31 No. 34) 

The 5th session of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem 

Services (IPBES) convened in early March in Bonn, Germany with over 460 international members and 

non-members attending. IPBES is a global scientific body with an international membership base of 

scientists who assess the state of the world’s biodiversity and its associated ecosystem services. The 

Platform emphasises the need for inclusion of society within this assessment.  

IPBES provides decision makers and governments with updated information to be considered when 

drafting plans and policies that can impact the biodiversity sector, creating an additional 

communications platform between scientists, governments and other stakeholders. The Platform has 

four main focus areas: Capacity Building; Knowledge Generation Catalysis; Assessment; and Policy 

Support.  

The agenda for the meeting included a review of the progress made in the implementation of the first 

work programme of IPBES, a review of the revised scoping report for assessment on the sustainable use 

of wild species, and discussion on approaches to indigenous and local knowledge.  In addition to agenda 

items under the four main areas of the platform, the conference included discussion on three 

assessments (methodological, thematic assessment on invasive alien species, and thematic assessment 

on the sustainable use of biodiversity).  The first work programme of the platform covers the period of 

2014–2018 and should address the implementation of specific aims and objectives under the four key 

areas of the platform.   

Guy Midgley of Stellenbosch University was a keynote speaker.  He addressed the importance of 

biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation. Earth Negotiations Bulletin (ENB) reported that 

Midgley emphasised the importance of providing a well-researched assessment to inform decisions to 

use negative emission technologies. He explained that well-intentioned responses to climate change 

could pose risks to biodiversity and ecosystem services if they are not properly assessed. However, 

ecosystem-based approaches to adaptation can address these conflicts.   

IPBES Executive Secretary, Ann Larigauderie reported on the platform’s activities during 2016 and called 

for increased financial support for developed country representatives due to concerns regarding a lack 

of funding from governments and institutions in developing countries. Larigauderie added that current 

IPBES activities will require an additional USD 3.4 million on top of the original budget to complete 

activities planned for 2017-2019.  

https://theconversation.com/men-and-women-farmers-in-benin-are-responding-differently-to-climate-change-72110
mailto:gracev@uni-bonn.de
http://dx.doi.org/10.5751/ES-08139-210139
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-016-0830-5


 

 
 

             March 2017, Page 11 

 

Concerns regarding the funding situation of IPBES were a dominant topic of conversation during the 

meeting, reported ENB. It was agreed that the financial situation of the Platform would be addressed in 

detail at IPBES-6. The meeting also concluded that discussions on the IPBES fundraising strategy will 

continue to explore how to leverage strategic partnerships with other organisations, and how to raise 

funds within its membership.  

In light of the budget talks and potential impacts, Future Earth signed an agreement with IPBES that will 

support the Platform in its efforts to implement its work plan. This includes assisting in recruiting and 

increasing the number of reviewers who will take part in the assessments, and supporting mobilisation 

of funding for core activities.  

Ten key decisions were taken during the meeting, some of which are outlined below. The decisions on 

the integration of indigenous and local knowledge (ILK) systems into the assessments included inviting 

indigenous peoples and local communities, their representatives, and experts on ILK to engage in certain 

activities described in the approach through the participatory mechanism. Additional decisions were 

taken that requested the Executive Secretary to make the arrangements necessary to implement the 

approach, and called on governments, stakeholders, strategic partners and others to support activities 

that mobilise ILK.  

The meeting endorsed the Capacity Building Plan, which aims to identify and address the capacity 

building needs of the Platform. It was also decided that the Task Force on Capacity Building should 

implement its proposed actions and report on the progress at IPBES-6, which will be held in March 2018. 

The meeting adopted the following decisions (excerpt from ENB):  

1. UPDATE ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF NATURE’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO PEOPLE BY THE IPBES 

Final Outcome: In the final decision on knowledge foundations (IPBES/5/L.11), the Plenary takes note of 

the outcome of the Expert Group mandated to take into account the evolution of thinking on ecosystem 

services and the transition to nature’s contributions to people, to be in line with the inclusive approach 

of the IPBES conceptual framework. The Plenary also notes that nature’s contributions to people will be 

used in the Platform’s current and future assessments. 

2. STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE PLATFORM 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.9), the Plenary decides, to allow the enhanced 

participation of the EU in its capacity as observer in the sessions of the Plenary of the Platform; that this 

includes the right to speak in turn, the right to reply, the right to Introduce proposals, the right to 

provide views, and the ability to support the implementation of the work programme of the Platform 

through financial support, among other means; and that this be applied on an interim basis, pending the 

resolution of the status of regional economic integration organizations in the Platform in the rules of 

procedure. 

3. CAPACITY BUILDING 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.2), the Plenary, inter alia: 

 Welcomes the capacity-building rolling plan, noting it is a living document intended to guide the 

Platform’s work; 

 Requests the Task Force on Capacity Building to implement, subject to the availability of funds, 

the rolling plan and report on progress at IPBES-6; 

 Encourages member states and observers to take advantage of the regional consultation 

meetings in 2017 to enhance their contribution to the finalization of the regional assessments; 

 Requests the Task Force to further enhance collaboration transparently with other 

organizations in the implementation of the rolling plan; and 



 

 
 

             March 2017, Page 12 

 

 Requests the Bureau, in collaboration with the Task Force, to consider what would be the most 

effective way to leverage additional support for capacity building, consider whether a third 

meeting of the capacity-building forum is needed, and report on its work to IPBES-6. 

4. INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.6), the Plenary 

 Approves the approach for recognizing and working with ILK and requests the MEP, supported 

by the Task Force on ILK, to implement it; 

 Invites IPLCs and their representatives, as well as experts on ILK, to engage in the activities 

described in the approach, in particular through the participatory mechanism; 

 Invites governments, stakeholders, strategic partners and others to support activities that 

mobilize ILK where such knowledge is needed but not available in readily available formats, and 

that increase the capacity of IPLCs to engage in and benefit from the Platform; and 

 Requests the Executive Secretary to make the arrangements necessary to implement the 

approach, including for the establishment of the participatory mechanism, subject to the 

availability of resources 

5. KNOWLEDGE AND DATA 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.11) on knowledge foundations, the Plenary, inter alia: 

 Requests the Task Force on Knowledge and Data, subject to the availability of resources, to 

further develop the work plan with clear deliverables and milestones for 2017 and 2018, in 

consultation with relevant multilateral environmental agreements, international processes and 

organizations, to provide further updates during the intercessional periods through the 

Platform website and to report on progress to IPBES-6 and IPBES-7; 

 Encourages the Task Force on Knowledge and Data to develop TOR to specify the modalities of 

its collaboration with any partner organization to which specific tasks are assigned; and 

 Takes note of the outlined work plan for the Task Force on Knowledge and Data for 2017 and 

2018, annexed to the decision. 

6. ASSESSMENTS: INITIATION OF PENDING ASSESSMENTS 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.12), the Plenary decides to request the expert group on 

scenarios and models to continue its work and report to IPBES-6 and IPBES- 7; and extends the mandate 

of the Expert Group on Values until IPBES-7, and requests it to report at IPBES-6 and IPBES-7. 

7. SCOPING REPORT FOR A THEMATIC ASSESSMENT ON THE SUSTAINABLE USE OF WILD SPECIES 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.12), the Plenary: approves the scoping report for the 

assessment of the sustainable use of wild species; requests the MEP, in consultation with the Bureau, to 

evaluate the need for any changes to already approved scoping documents based on major scientific 

findings of other Platform assessments, and to report to the Plenary if any significant modifications are 

needed. 

8. POLICY SUPPORT TOOLS AND METHODOLOGIES 

Final Outcome: In the final decision (IPBES/5/L.4), the Plenary takes note of the development of the 

online catalogue and the support provided by the Expert Group. The Plenary also requests the MEP, in 

consultation with the Bureau, supported by a reconstituted task-specific expert group on policy support 

tools and the Secretariat, to continue, subject to the availability of funds, to inter alia: 

 Submit the prototype online catalogue for review by IPBES members and stakeholders; 
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 Further develop the catalogue in cooperation with relevant international processes and 

partners; 

 Work with the Task Force on Capacity Building to explore ways to more effectively promote and 

facilitate future use of policy support tools and methodologies; and 

 Undertake an evaluation of the use and effectiveness of the online prototype catalogue in the 

context of the IPBES review and report to IPBES-6. 

Communication, interpretation and use of climate information for 

development 

Felix Kwabena Donkor, Katharine Vincent and Penny Price 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) considers Africa as the continent most 

vulnerable to climate change. Climate information is therefore imperative so that we know what to 

expect and can adapt, particularly in the food, water and agriculture sectors.   

The British Council Researcher Links initiative provides a platform for early career researchers to 

exchange ideas and form international connections to develop research directions. One such initiative, a 

workshop with the theme “communication, interpretation and use of climate information for 

development”, was held in Cape Town from 6-8
th

 March, following on from the Fifth International 

Conference on Climate Services. The workshop brought together over 20 participants based in South 

Africa and the UK to exchange ideas on how to develop and communicate climate information that 

addresses socio-economic needs and supports development of vulnerable communities.  

The workshop was led by, and received inputs from, seasoned researchers in the field of climate 

services.  These included keynote speeches from Bruce Hewitson of University of Cape Town, Suraje 

Dessai of University of Leeds, Coleen Vogel of University of Witwatersrand and Katharine Vincent of 

Kulima Integrated Development Solutions, articulating some of the key issues and research findings 

from UK and South African perspectives, reflecting particularly on food, water and agriculture.  

A key theme of the workshop was how to effectively communicate climate information so that it can be 

effectively used to guide climate change adaptation decisions. Joe Daron of Met Office UK presented his 

research on visualising climate information. Based on a survey of various users, he found that the means 

of presenting data affects the message that people take from it. Furthermore, often the preferred style 

of presentation is not the one that people best understand.  

                      Image: Candice Arendse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptation Network workshop participant interacting with seasonal weather forecast images 
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As Daron put it, this highlights that: “Reducing biases in the interpretation of climate projections is as 

important as reducing biases and errors in the climate models themselves”.  Interrogating the process of 

communication and interpretation of information is needed to avoid confusion and potential distrust, 

which may compromise adaptation and policy decisions.  

A highlight of the workshop was the opportunity to see how climate information is used in practice to 

inform adaptation.  Penny Price of the African Climate and Development Initiative (ACDI) facilitated a 

visit to the Western Cape Department of Agriculture, which developed and implements the Smart 

Agriculture for Climate Resilience (SmartAgri) initiative in partnership with the Western Cape 

Department of Environmental Affairs.  SmartAgri, which was developed over a three-year period by 

ACDI and co-designed with farmers in the province, provides a road map for building climate resilience 

in the agricultural sector. 

Other members of the Adaptation Network who participated in the forum included Mark New of ACDI, 

Claire Davis of Council for Scientific and Industrial Research and Eromose Ebuoma of University of 

Witwatersrand.  

News and Events 

High court rules for climate change to be considered in power station authorisation 

In early March, Earthlife Africa Johannesburg, represented by Centre for Environmental Rights, 

challenged the Minister of Environmental Affairs in court for upholding the environmental authorisation 

for the proposed Thabametsi coal power station.   

Earthlife had previously appealed the environmental authorisation granted for Thabametsi by 

Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) on the basis that the impacts of climate change were not 

adequately assessed or considered when the decision was made.  The National Environmental 

Management Act requires that the environmental impacts of proposed power stations are assessed 

when decisions are made regarding environmental authorisations, and Earthlife asserted that climate 

change impacts are relevant and should have been considered.   

Thabametsi is expected to emit over eight million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent each year over its 

40 year operational lifespan, contributing 2 per cent to South Africa’s total emissions by 2020.   The 

power station will also impact water and land use, affecting communities and ecosystems.   

In March 2016, the Minister of Environmental Affairs ruled on Earthlife’s appeal, recognising that 

climate change impacts were not comprehensively assessed or considered, and amended the 

environmental authorisation by adding a request that a climate change impact assessment be 

undertaken and reviewed by DEA.  However, she upheld the environmental authorisation.   

In court this month, Earthlife argued that in upholding the environmental authorisation, the Minister 

had made it impossible for it to be withdrawn if the climate change impact assessment showed that it 

should not have been granted in the first place.  Earthlife contended that the Minister was therefore 

acting unlawfully and undermining the purpose of the climate change impact assessment.   

On 08 March, the North Gauteng High Court ruled in favour of Earthlife, stating that proper 

consideration should have been given to the climate change impacts of the proposed power 

station before a decision could have been made to allow it to go ahead, and ordering the Minister to 

take into account a full climate change impact report and all public comments received.   

Earthlife’s victory has been widely lauded, and this case is likely to have wide-reaching implications 

regarding environmental authorisations for future coal power stations.   
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A copy of the judgement is available on the CER website: http://cer.org.za/wp-

content/uploads/2017/03/Judgment-Earthlife-Thabametsi-Final-06-03-2017.pdf  

Climate Change Training Program for Rural Human Settlements Program 

By Derek Morgan 

The Climate Change Training Program for Rural Human Settlements Program aims to provide support to 

officials and planning practitioners to respond to climate change risks and vulnerabilities across the 

country. This will be achieved by developing a training program that will give officials the necessary skills 

and tools to mainstream climate change into rural planning processes. 

This training program is intended to ensure that development planners are skilled as follows: 

 Have the understanding that is required and necessary for the implementation of the climate 

change adaptation sector plan for rural human settlements;  

 Acquire and interpret climate data from relevant sources and authorities; 

 Assess climate change risk and vulnerability in order to identify factors contributing to 

vulnerability in a system; 

 Identify a range of adaptation options to adjust or improve project or development planning 

and management; 

 Evaluate and prioritise options using particular selection criteria; 

 Develop elements of a monitoring and evaluation framework for adaptation;  

 Identify institutional capacities (role players) needed to deal with adaptation options so 

selected; and  

 Identify key steps to integrate climate change adaptation options into project business and 

spatial plans. 

 

In addition, the key learning outcomes from the program are as follows: 

 Ability to identify and appreciate inter-linkages between climate change and development or 

project planning;  

 Knowledge of sources of relevant climate information and the use thereof; 

 Ability to think systematically about the steps that aim at defining concrete adaptation options 

at local and project levels; and  

 Mainstreaming climate change adaptation plans into development project plans. 

The core components of the training program are currently being workshopped with officials for 

feedback. They include: 

 Website: http://climatechangetraining.org/ 

 Study Guide: https://climatechangetraining.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2017/02/Climate-

Change-Adaptation-Study-Guide-v4b-Screen.pdf 

 Videos: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGUb_c-mZDUXFqhL3pJlH72ZnRCjo8SOM 

 Resources: 

 Workshop Facilitation Plans 

 Report and Presentation Templates 

 Stakeholder Engagement Handouts 

For more information please contact: 

Zongezile Bango: 012 312 9628/  071 488 4461 / Zongezile.Bango@drdlr.gov.za  

Magezi Mhlanga: 012 312 8668 / 071 8531227 / magezi.mhlanga@drdlr.gov.za 

New mobile app for Olifants River catchment  

A mobile app for Android, Flow Tracker V1.0, for use in the Olifants River Catchment was launched in 

mid March by the Association for Water and Rural Development (AWARD). It is designed with the 

http://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Judgment-Earthlife-Thabametsi-Final-06-03-2017.pdf
http://cer.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Judgment-Earthlife-Thabametsi-Final-06-03-2017.pdf
http://climatechangetraining.org/
https://climatechangetraining.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2017/02/Climate-Change-Adaptation-Study-Guide-v4b-Screen.pdf
https://climatechangetraining.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/27/2017/02/Climate-Change-Adaptation-Study-Guide-v4b-Screen.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLGUb_c-mZDUXFqhL3pJlH72ZnRCjo8SOM
mailto:Zongezile.Bango@drdlr.gov.za
mailto:magezi.mhlanga@drdlr.gov.za
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intention of increasing knowledge and awareness about the Olifants river among catchment residents, 

as part of AWARD’s efforts to support greater involvement by stakeholders in integrated water 

resources management (IWRM). It enables near real-time flow and dam monitoring, and includes a 

weather forecast facility.  

Flow Tracker 1.0 integrates data from 62 DWS gauges and four AWARD gauges located across the 

Olifants river catchment. This allows the end user to retrieve, chart and share near real-time data that is 

updated on a six hourly basis.  

Says AWARD director, Sharon Pollard: “Although South Africa has robust water related policies with the 

National Water Act (1998) being applauded internationally, implementation - and especially regulation - 

faces many challenges. For example although a number of benchmarks have been developed for flow or 

water quality, monitoring these for compliance (especially in real time) is notoriously difficult. This is 

particularly true of environmental water requirements (known as the Reserve in South Africa), which are 

developed to ensure long-term sustainability. This is a critical issue for IWRM, and in the Olifants River 

where water quality and flow are severely compromised and likely to worsen under climate change. 

“The mobile app is part of AWARD’s work on supporting IWRM which started in the Inkomati and has 

now extended to the Olifants Catchment. Since the emphasis in South Africa – and for AWARD - has now 

moved from policy reform to implementation, we emphasise that one does not simply “implement the 

Reserve”: rather it is the synergistic effects of a collection of strategies that together deliver the 

Reserve. These should be held in the catchment management strategy and include planning, water 

allocation, monitoring, regulation and enforcement. Given our focus on putting policy into practice for 

IWRM, these issues have been explored in depth by AWARD over the past decade. One issue has been 

how compliance monitoring can be supported in practice. Nonetheless monitoring in real-time is 

notoriously difficult. 

“Thus, we work with the proto-Olifants Catchment Management Agency, Department of Water Affairs 

and other stakeholders, especially water users, on issues of good governance for sustainability.” 

Pollard says that AWARD is currently developing a method to simulate dynamic environmental water 

requirements in near real-time that will be available with the release of Flow Tracker 2.0. 

Flow Tracker V1.0 is available free: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=flowtracker.award.org.za.flowtracker 

For more information please contact Sharon Pollard: sharon@award.org.za 

For more information on AWARD: www.award.org.za 

New version of ClimaTracker launched  

The ClimaTracker app is an innovative geojournalism project that makes complex scientific data 

accessible in an easy-to-use interactive visualisation. Combined with cutting-edge journalism, it tells 

Southern Africa’s climate change stories at a mouse click.  It was built using climate modeling data 

generated by researchers at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), and uses yearly 

averages and other selected data points within the larger data sets to make the map timeline as 

responsive as possible, and to show the general trends of climate change expected in Southern Africa.  

A new version of ClimaTracker was launched in early March.  New features include a Farming Map, 

which shows how primary agricultural production will change in different parts of the country due to 

climate change, and a Food Basket Calculator that gives users a quick indication of how climate change 

is affecting their monthly food costs.  

ClimaTracker is a project of Oxpeckers Investigative Environmental Journalism.  

ClimaTracker is available at https://climatracker.oxpeckers.org/ 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=flowtracker.award.org.za.flowtracker
http://www.award.org.za/
file:///C:/Users/Mandy%20Arendse/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/69ELYG7H/oxpeckers.org
https://climatracker.oxpeckers.org/
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For more information please contact Fiona Macleod: oxpeckers@gmail.com 

Two new Small Grants Facility projects approved in Mopani 

By Mpfunzeni Tshindane 

The Adaptation Fund Small Grants Facility (SGF) recently approved two new projects in Mopani District 

that aim to  introduce adaptation measures to support livelihoods, settlements and agriculture in Giyani 

and Letaba Local Municipalities. 

Through the Hlula Ndlala project, members of Sikhunyani and Shawela villages will improve the 

productivity of two food gardens run by the Vuyeriwani Development and Tanani Matiko cooperatives 

through the use of climate smart agriculture interventions such as drip irrigation, composting, crop 

rotation and the introduction of drought resilient crops. At least 93 households are expected to benefit 

from the two food gardens and the project will also improve income livelihoods for the cooperatives by 

establishing local market connections.  The project will be run by World Vision South Africa.   

The Ga-Ntata rainwater harvesting system and rain gauge project aims to respond to water security 

challenges that are exacerbated by temperature increase in Mopani District. Tsogang Water and 

Sanitation, the small grant recipient for the project, aims to supplement an already constrained water 

supply system by refurbishing two earth dams that will cushion irrigation for crops and supply drinking 

water to cattle, sheep and goat livestock farmers. 

  

mailto:oxpeckers@gmail.com
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If you would like to join the mailing list of the Adaptation Fund National Implementing Entity or receive project 

updates, please email Mpfunzeni Tshindane: M.Tshindane@sanbi.org.za 
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